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OLD RECORDS OF MONES RISBOROUGH

PART II.

Tur [ormer number of the Old Records of Monks Rishorough tried to make it
clear that their hope, after doing what they could for St Dunstan’s Church in
its need, was o exchange the local konowledee already collected lor some ol that
storved up in the memaories of the older inhabitants—in other words 10 poal what
we know of the history and wopopraphy of the Ecclosiastical Parish—and I am
very praleful for the many eriticising and scattered fragments of folklore which
have reached me, to be werked into wy tale as it grows.  Some of these deal
with matter already written and point out mistakes which I hope there s still
lirne Lo correct, an advantage gained by publishing what one has to say in parts
with an interval between ; while others, which may or may not have hoen new
to me, though in any case just as welcome, will be dealt with 1o their proper
places when they are reached,

Dealing first with the mistakes, T hasten to admit that the posiion of the
Cross on the map feing p. 16 of Record Mo, 1 s not accurate, since the top ol it
should point due east and its face should lack directly wesr. Then, by a slip,
AMill Tane, running north fram Monks Rishorough past the * Hall ™ hay, in the
sume map, been labelled * Well Lone.™

These are the sins of commission which hitherto have found me out; but
what a mass of things which T did not know have come o light | Fhsily, T was
advised Lo study the Parish Registers and account books, which go back te 1587,
lor old names of places which are now seldom used, and T was astonished at the
number of these which were new to me bul which, luckily, were still ideatifiable
[romn various sources,

Few of us, for instance, hear the name of Burton spoken now, but in the
sizteenth and seventeenth conluries iboway et parl of Monks Rishorough village
Bordering on Mill Lane and must have been the site of many humble cortages,
the names of the dwellers in which may still be found in the Ghurch register,
How it came to be called Burton T do not koow, but a suggestion which, because
it Is not an assertion, is at least harmless, is that the neichbourhood of Place
IParrn, which surely must have been the site of the raised and moealed © Burgh ™ or
manoer house, may account for it. Then again, that part of Mill Lane near the
Turnpike Road was known wntil lving memeory as ¥ The Bar ™ and the change
of one letter makes © Barton ™ into © Burton,” though this suggestion does nol
appeal to me su much because Burton is mentioned centuries before the Bax
appears,

Tt must have struck many people ad an unusuel thing that the Village Church
should have been built so far away from the road as is 5. Dunstan’s, and that
the little that 15 left of the Village Green has to be reached by turning up o narvow
road at the gide of ©* The Nag's Head.”  The Green lay on the south-east side
ol the Church, Burton on the north-cast, and the two sites are joined by Burton
Boad running parallel oo the Turnpike Road which is the present omnibus route,
Apain a suggosbion arbes that this Burton Road may have been the original
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Risborough-Eimble track which long ago has been straightened and shified
{arther away [rom the Church and Village Green just as it has been shilted, far(ber
still, quite lately,  (See Map 4, fwcing p. 53.)

Several people came ta church from Vittenham, which was a group of cottages
on the road leading [rom the Lower Teknicld Way to Chwlswick ; some came
from Cutmill, siill the name of a field on the left-hand side of Mill Tane just
Leyond the railway and-separated by only one field from thal containing what is
left of the watermill where, we arc told, the millward used to cheat the serls
and tenants of the prior of Canterbury, Talking of mills reminds me that in
Domesday Book (4.0 1088} none are mentioned in Monls Risborough, but that
at the Dissolution of the Monasterics in 1540 thore were said to have been two,
The remains of one of these are in Mill Lage to-day, bul I do not think that the
site of the olher is knvwn, There is, however, on the farther side of the Lower
Teknield Way and on the right-hand side of the road known as ‘Tifenham Lane
running thenee to Ohwlswick, a Windmill Ifeld the name of which supgests the
Former presence of a windmill there.

Cne more place where a few coltages must have been was © Ye Ham,” the
ficld beyond the railway halt where Council houses are now springing up. Yo
Ham suggests part of the home farm or demesne which the monks originally
farmed directly by means of their bailifl’ instead of letting it to serfs or tenants,
Omne cannot be oo clear, however, that there is no evidence that any monks cver
lived in Risborough at all, [or il was only onc of some thirty manars which the
great monastery of Christ Church at Canterbury owned,  In an old Parish map
I see that ¥ The Hum ™ i3 labelled * Ham Butts * 1 which suggests Lhat il was
the place where archery was practised compulsarily every Sunday after church,
Thiz custom lasted in every parish wntil Tudor days, though by that time the
bow Dad lost ils oportanees in battle,

The Church Hegisters, at [ist sight so dull and monotanous, give many a hint
ul what went on in the parish sinee Elizabethan days, and it was at the supgrestion
of the Rector thal I turned te them.  Among other things one Hinds with surprise
that between An. 1600 and 1700 the population of the parish had decreased
considerably.  The Plapne may have had something lo do with this, but T fancy
that more was due Lo aruble land being turned into pasture, which only needed
a few shepherds where many farm labourers onee mained a livelihood,  And so
we [ind numbers of larpe families disappearing completely, just leaving their ald
homes for places where more corn was grown.  Plague would have reduced bt
not blotted out whole families like this ; and, besides, there i3 no record of in-
creased mortalily during the Plague years 1665-6,

About 1700 was the time when the * Woollen Burial Act® was in force, in
order to stimulate the use of wool, and an aflidavit had to be made before every
Pugial that the deceased was shrouded in flannel, The Quakers al (his tme
buried their dead at Meadle, bul they had 1o send their certificates to St
Dunstan’s, and thus we may learn something of thelr nemes and numbers.
They still sleep peacelully in their old gravevard hehind the * 'Uhree Horseshoes
at Meadle, but it i now an orchard and pigs have levelled all the graves,

We learn too from these registers that, at the end of the sevenleenth century,
Whiteleat was written, and presumably called, Whitecliff © Askett, Arscot ;
Owlswick, Oulswick ; Cadsden, Catsden and Green Hayley, Green Highland.

L dee Map 4, facing poogs.
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In the cighleenth century the population of the parish increased considerably,
and we find the names of many new familics in the register,

Another source of information which the publication of these Records has
opencd & the nwmber of deeds of old houses which 1 have been shown, or which
it lias heen promised that T shall see ; indecd swere T to publish all that is cominge
to hand T should need o very lurpe volume to hold it

Turning now [rom the new knowledge gained from the suggestions of those
who honoured me by reading the first number of these Rocords, it will be re-
membered that the bounds of e present Ecclesiastical Parish of Monks Rishorough
woere conlrasled with the boundaries of an estate granted 1o a Saxon lady, in a
Charter dated a.m, gog, when Edward the Elder was king of southern England,
The site of a burial place of heathen Saxons was also discussed, but the guestion
uf how these people came there was left to be considered in this record.

In these random talks wo are free from the [eilers by which the orthodox
hizsterian 1 bound, and are not obliged to keep cvents in any definite sequence,
unless [rowy time to tHme we wish to do g0, We were free, for instance, lo jump
back from an 1936 to goy becavse definile information alout the same places
was there on cach vocasion,

To me it is a great relief to feel that T am not oblimed to begin the story of
Monks Rishorongh at the beminning and (o go on to the end because, in doing
o, mnuch of the human and local interest would be logr. T, for instance, these
Fecords hacd not begun at the end, with a description of the parish as ic s lo-day,
the Saxan Chareer of A, goy would have lost much of its meaning ; but when
places now well known are found to have been talked of more than a thousand
years ago their interest becomes much greater,

And thus, some interest in Saxon Risborough having, as 1 hape, been raised,
our thoughts twn naturally to the doings of our Old English forefalliers in Lhe
little kit of this aur England in which we live,

Ahout Ethelfrith, the giver of the estate in gog, I have been able to find out
very little, save that he must have been a nohleman of some importance [or his
name offen occurs as a witness in other Charters, and I find that the fire in which
he lost the title deeds of East Rishorough also destroyed those of another cstate
whicli he owned at Wringtone in Someorsct. For this he oblained a new
Charter in a.n, gog.

It is difficull, perbaps impossible, to discover whether his daughter Ethelgyth
made Liast Rishorough her home or whether she fivmed it under a reeve and
received an income [rom il. One would like to think of her as the * lady
Lountiful ¥ of the neighbourhood, riding over the ground on which we live,
for ** Lady ™ 8 our modern form of the Old English ** Hlefdige ™ (the giver of
hread) ; but onc cunnol be sure that she really lived here, becanse it is so likely
it the estate came to her as a wedding gift, and her husband may have been
a wealthy lord whose other properly lay in some distant part of the country,

In any case it seemns almost certain that the “ Ham ™ (home or burgh),
whether she lived in it or not, st have been near o slream and that the Church
was hmile later close to the Ham with the village nestling round it. Granting
this, whal place could be more likely than that of the space between the Church
and the present Place Farm for the timber homestead surrounded by its moat
and stackade and raised upon a low mound called the © burgh ™ ¥ ({See Map 4,
Tacing p. 330.
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It i3 said In the * Place Names of Bucks ™ that Rishorough takes its name
from the scrub (A, 5. Tris) covered hills near it, though many towns whose names
end in the same way have no hills near them, and in that case the borough, burgh
or bury with which they end must have been derived fram the burgh er mound
on which the original homestead was ralsed, I[, however, the name of onr
villagre is tuken from the neiphbouring Chilterns it is worth noting that they arc
spoken of not as beech, but ay scrub-covered ; for it is one of several hints that
the heech woods were not always there ; indeed, in earlier limes still it iz held
that vak woods clothed these hills where the soil was deep enongh, and even lo-day
small oak woods, such as Oaken Grove at Hampden, may he found,

There are some who think that ** Hris ™ meant the sceub beech, thourh it
st be unusual o find this without the adult trees as well,  The whole subject
is a difficult one because in Old English there were two names for brushwood—
“hris ” and * scrab P—one of which appears in Hrisanburge and the other in
Seroblbes burly (Shrewsbury).

We know nothing definite aboul East Risborough between gog and gys when
Ethelred the Redeless or i1l advised wag king, At that time the Danes had talen
Canterbury and demanded ninety pounds of unalloyved silver and two hundred
mancuses of pure gold in order to save St Saviour’s Church (Canterbury
Cathedral) from being burnt, The poor Archbishop, Sirie, not having the
money to give themn, seol Lo his fricnd, Fsewin, Bishop of Dorchester on Thame,
asking him to lend the amount on the security of Rishorough (Riscnburga)
which was now the property of Christ Chureh Meonastery,  Msowin at once
sent the money and the Cathedral was saved. All this we learn from a Saxan
Charter printed in Kemble’s Codex Diplomaticus Avi Saxonici, Vol. ITT, p. 286G,
and witnessed by twenty-three hishops, aldermen, abbots and thanes, including
the king himsell, Its objecl was to confirm the transfor of Monks Rishorouph,
as we are now entitled to call it, to Alscwin,

On the nexl page of the Codex there iz another Chavter of the same yeat
{AD, g05;) confirming the return of Risborough to Canlerbury by Bishop Esewin,
nat aon repayment. of the money, but as a free gift : * For the tear of the Lord
and Lhe hope of elernal salvation.™

Later, when Lidward the Conlessor was on the throne, it was thought advis-
able that he should canfirm all the gifts to Canterbury and he therefore wills ;
* That all the lands which in his father’s {Ethelred’s) day belonped to Christ
Church (5t Saviour’s) should remain ; were it King’s gill, were il Bishop's,
wert it Barl's, were it Thane’s”™  TInfortunately thiz document is undated, but
we know that the Conlessor reipned from a.p, 1049 to Ao, 1066,

Laaking aver these Charters, it is quite clear that at some time between gog
and yus East Rishorough had been piven 1o the Manastery of Christ Church and
not to the See of Canterbury or o Lhe Archbishop himsell, a point about which
wr: shall he glad to be guite clear later,  Then we notice that, since the two
Charters of Ethelred are witnessed by exactly the same twenty-thres people, it
is likely that they woere signed at the same time.  Lastly, we cannot help being
impressed by the businesslike methods of the Danes ;. for, though they were just
as ready to burn and slay as the ancestors of the Saxons had heen, they were
generally willing to compound lor a cash payment, and il seems that quite oflen
they kept their barpain,

The Old Loglish and the Danes were alike in being fearless sailors and brave
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suldicrs, but they differed in that the former, when the fighting was done, settled
down as larmers and sportsmen while U latler beeamne traders, and thus we
find the towns increasing in size under the Danish kings,

Another change which happened during the hlank years between nog and
a5, during which Ethelgyth’s esiate of East Risborough must have been given
tn the Manastery of Christ Church at Canterbury and thus earned 13 name of
Donks Risborough, is that che Shire of Buckingham came into being.  In the
Charter of gog the estate was described as being in Mercia, but svon after this
Edward the Elder divided the Midlands, which he was wresting from the Danes,
into shives {A. 8. sviran, o divide) or areas for military concentration on special
centres.  Duckingham was chosen as the headguarlers of vur shire, T supposc
because it was nearer the fihting line, though Avlesbury has abways been the
larger and move central town. Al all events our address in gog was Fase Ris-
harough, Mercia, but in qn5 it had become Monlks Risborough, Buckinghamshire,

Could we go back to onc of those ninety-two years between an, gog and
AD. 995 and stand once more upon e lop of Whitcleaf Hill, how like and yet
how unlike would be our outlook. The first thing to strike us would be the
absence of hedges in the vale below.,  Here and there a thick blackthorn hedge,
protecting the cullivated areas [rom the deer of the woodland bheyond i= seen,
but the chequered pattern of the maodern countrysicde we look for in vain,  Sull,
as we become scoustomed to the change, the peneral view seems familiar enough.

The Bledlow Wainhill and the distant Oxlordshire hills have the contours we
koow so well 3 helow us is the Upper loknicld Way, a broad, unmade track
along which o flock of sheep or, it may be, a lumhering ox waggon is slowly
passing.  We know just where to look fore East Risborough and see the timbered
homestead with its harn and gallows and the timber or wattle and dauly huts of
cotters and serfd.  The Church, T think, we do not see hecauss af its dedication
to Thinstan who was not canonised untdl after ¢88, and vnee dedicated, it s
quile unusual for a church to chanpe its Parron Saint,

The mention of Sl Dunstan lakes our minds off the view for a while and
opens this new line of thought : Why was the Church dedicaled (o him, and was
there any link between this Buckinghamshire estate and distant Canterbury
which moved its owner 1o give it o the monks of Christ Church there 2

Dunstan hecame Archbishop of Canterbury in ap. gfit, and one wonders
whether during his rule he had ever been broughe inte touch with this part of
the Chilterns and by his influence prompled the gift.  The sugpestion may he
worth thinking over since it may paint to the time at which the gill was made.

It is a curious thing thal in Dugdale’s * Monasticon,™ that great work in six
ponderous tomes, which tells us so much of the details of all the English Manas-
terics, the dates at which all the manars of the great Benedicline Convent of
Clirist Church, Canlerbury were recelved, are stated excepr these of Monlks
Rishorough and Halton,  Perhaps some day a chaoce allusion may be found
which will clear up the matter, hut at present all we can say is that it was some
time between qos and ggf,

Still, surmise is allowable, even desirable, so long as it has airly reasonable
support and does not wittingly suppress contrary evidence and, if this be granted,
1 am inclined to suggest that the wansfer of East Rishoraugh to Canterbury was
nearer gg5 than gog and that Dunstan may have been, perhaps indivectly,
vesponsible,  So long as Bdgar the Peaceful was king and Dunstan his minister
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and adviser, Enpland was a happy land, and the guiet possession of estates
assured ¢ but after his death in g75 came the short reign of Edward the Martyr,
and then the dizastrous one of Ethelred the Redeless, when the Danes agaio over-
ran the country and the [atal mistake of trying to buy them off with bribes was
resorted to. The recurring collection of Tlanegcld must have weighed heavily
om large landowners and have made them thiok whether it would not be better
to give their Janded property to the Church of which Dunstan was still the ruler
until his death in gif.  Thus they might carn a lessened taxation in Uus werld
and future reward in the world Lo cowmwe,

Returning once more to the view from Whiteleaf Hill, we would have noticed
two great open fields, one under enltivation, the other lying fllow [or o year, while
here and there arc spocial pusiure or Lammas meadows where hay is grown and
the milch kine graze, 1t will be remembered that the question af Green Hailey
has been discussed as perhaps onc of these hay leas buat, il 1L were, il was far away
from the cultivated area and could hardly have been the only one belonging to
the estate. Here and there, ton, the clearing of a sdeman (a freoman who owns
ar rents a halding of his own) may be scen, and T faney thal in this way some
of the older farms may have arlsen.

Askett Form, perhaps, may have been one of these, and no doubt owes its
name to irs sitnation as the East Cot at the exlveme east of the parish, It was
stll spelt Ascol in 1830 and probably owed its site to the crossing of two, or
possibly three, roads which will be dealt with later. T do not know whether we
could hape to see a little hamlet here in the tenth century, because the earliest
known mention of it is in the thirteenth, but 1 think that the Farm was there,

In spite of the clearings, widening each vear, the preater part of vur view of
the Vale from Whiteleaf Hill in the tenth century is woodland with many glades
where Lhe swinelierd watches his pigs, as Gurth did in * Ivanhoe ™ ; not actoal
forest, I think, hecause the real forest country near the Oxfondshive Loundary
is specially described as the Forest of Bernewood n old charters,

We have been talking hitherte of our neighbourhood in the tenth century,
and are reminded by the * Heathen Burial Place,™ beside the Icknield Way, that
Saxons had been living and dying here belore the coming of Christianity ro these
parls in the seventh or early eighth century. IT T am right in believing that
the site af this burial place iz the * Ragpit " near Whileleal, on the Chiltern sicle
of the Upper Teknicld Way, and T would remind the reader émce more that three
separate lines of evidence—the Ordnance Survey, the Charter of s, gog sl
Sheehan’s aceount in his History of Bucks—all supporl one another in confirming
this Lelief, we may [eel certaln that the Icknicld Way formed the south-sastern
boundary of Lthelgyth’s estate,

In any case it is clear enough that when work had Lo be found for the hungry
and workless men of the parish, about a.n. 18530, some of them were piven the
task of surfacing that part of the Upper Teknicld Way which runs between the
Askett-Misscnden Road and Whileleal Village, lor, as we who live here koow,
the ** Way ' has not even yet been surfaced bevand these points at cither cnd,
Can we doubt, therefore, that they dug the chalk and finds, koown as © rag,”
from some place alome the line of their work or that the pregent ragpit is the
place from which they dug them? There s no other ragpit near here where
human remaing have heen found, nor indeed, i there any other ragpit at all
along this part of the * Way " unlil Kimble Parish is reached, 'The Inclosure
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Act Award, published in 1840, shows us that there was no ragpit before that time,
for its site is marked as two acres of land held by the parish.

The diseovery of Suxons buried here by the side ol the Icknield Way is only
one more in the long line of these people’s burial places, from Dunstable to
Bledlow, aleng the escarpment which cur forcrunners knew as *° Chilternes
Faves." Most of these burial sites have litde to show in the way of personal
ornaments and are technically knewn as © pootly furnished * 3 some of them,
heswwever, show signs of cromation as well as of inhumation, and suggest that the
hanes were those of Saxons who had only lately arrived in this country and had
not altogether foregone their old custom of burning the dead, nor yet had learnt
to provide them with the wherewithal to make a brave show in ansther world,

Nowadays the beliel’ is puining ground that many, perhaps mast, of the
English whe reached the central parts af the island came by way of the Wash
and, if the lately published Survey Map of * England during the Dark Ages ™ s
lovked al, it will be noticed that the Icknield Way may now be traced to the
southern promontory of the mouth of the Wagh where the Roman forc of
Brancaster was placed.  This may have been the landing place [or wave alter
wave of immigrants [rom the Frisian coast who at once struck the ™ Way * and

journeyed along it until they found a fertle spot which appealed to them as a

rettling pround.  This spems a more plausible theory than thal they rowed up
the Great and Licle Ouse and then deserted their boats. Lt must be remembered
that the Frisians were great boat builders and may have done a steady trade in
ferrying scttlers acroes and then going back for more.  Suvane of Lhe newcomers
sellled in the lertile Vale of Avlesbury and were lnown as *° Chilternsetan ™ or
Chiltern Settlers while others pushed an as far even as the TUpper Thames.

Tt iz not necossary to think of them as coming in one greal acmy ; more lilkely
a [ew shiploads came at one time and, as the news of the fertile country they had
found travelled hack to North Germany and Fricsland, others followed them,
only too willing Lo exchange the bareen, sandy soil of their old home for the rich
pasturage of the new.

TIndoubredly they hronght or sent fin their womenfolk, otherwise they would
have intermarried with the Britons, and (he English tongue would soon have died
out ; moreoyver, those anatomists who have examined large series of Saxon bones
know that there is little difference between the two sexes in number,

There i every reason o look upon our Whiteleal’ bones as those of typical
Chiltern Settlers and to believe that the oldest of them came here in the latter
half of the fifth contury or carly in the sxth, while the later ons are hose o
Saxons born oearly 3 but Monks Risborough must have seen something of
another, later incursion i A0, 571, only this time it was that of West Saxons led
by Cutha or Cuthwulf, a brother of Ceawling king of Wessex,

In the Anglo-Saxon Clionicle there s a connected and mutually supporting
series of entries dealing with the activiries of these people. The fiest 1s dated
A 568 and tells us how Ceawlin and Cutha [oupht with Ethelbert, somewhere
in Surrey, and drove him back into his own kingdom of EKent, thas stopping a
weaterly advance of the Rentishmen into the West Saxon arca,  The second, in
541, shows us Cutha who has reached Bedcanlord, probahly on the Ouse, though
the Place Name authovities say that it eould not have beesn Bedford, turning
south-west and taking or coming to terms with four tewns in the Vale, Lvgesnbing
(Limbery near Lulon), Avlesbury, Benson and Bynsham, at swhich place he died,
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The third entry shows how Ceawlin, in 573, having made his easterly flank secure
apainst the Kentishmen and Chiltern Settlers, was free to hepin his meditated
advanece inlo Lhe West Country in which he took the towns of Bath and Gloucester
and added greatly to the Kingdom of Wessex.  The interest of this to our slory
vl Monks Rishorough is that, in taking Limbery, Aylesbury and Benson, Cuthwulf
must have used the Upper or Lower Teknield Way and thus have passed through
o parish,

Bul what, it may he asked, became of the Britons whom the Chiltern Settlers
drove out of the Vale when they came?  There is good reason o believe that
they retired inta the country on the olher side of the Chilterns and for a consider-
able lime inhabited wmnmaolested the area now covered by the counties of
Hertforcshire and Middlesex, It docs not seem that the hysterical account
which Gildas gives need be taken at its lwce value, and that the English pursued
and slaughlered the Britoms for the mere pleasure of doing su.  For long periads
during the conquest of Britain the two people apresd upon certain limits separaling
Lhem and it was nat until increasing population made more land necessary that the
Linglish [armers became soldiers once more and started a fresh advance.

Such a lmit, no doubt, was the crest of the Chilterns, beyond which the
English had no wish to go, since they had all they wanted in the Vale, but their
ncreasing Hlocks amd herds must have heen a great temptation to the Britons to
dao some cattle lifting from tme Lo Gme, and thiz leads me without a break to
the consideration of another relic of the past in our parish.

GRIM'S DYKE

In beating the parish hounds, with whicl these records began, it was noticed
that Grlm's Dvke enters Monks Rishorough ar Lily Dottom Farm and, after a
comrse of less than hall' a mile, leaves il at Redlund End. We cannot, of course,
learn ull about it from so small a sample, but a good deal is possible. Map 1, in
the first Record, shows a road running fram the Pink and Lily Inn o Huampden,
which cuts across the Livke where the road frum Redland Fnd comes in on the
lell, and this is quite a pood place to study it since many of the trees have heen
cut down lately, indeed it Is quile possible to walk along it as far as Lily Bollom
Farm.

The Dyke is not very decp now, for wind, rain and frost have been at work on
it for more than a thousand vears and cxposed chalk does not resist these in-
fluences very well. 51l it is quite clear that the soil was thrown up on ta the
Vale side ol the ditch and then, az now, the rule held that the baonk was on the
owner's home side,

Then we notice that the Dyke does not lie on the highest puints of the Chiltern
cscarpment but a littde below it on the side away from the Vale, thus leaving the
skyline in the hands of the vale dwellers and giving them the advantage of
overlooking instead of being overlecked by their neighbours on the other side
of the hills, Ol course il may be objected to this thar on hills covered by thick
beech wonds the advantage of the sly line was not very evident, bit T am inclined
o regard it as another litrle piece of cumulative evidence il in olden days the
beech woods were nol lhere 5 indeed, when one thinks about it, the labour of
cutting a deep, fairly straight ditch, forty et wide by thirty fect deep, through
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a thick beech wood [or [ilteen miles would have heen almost impossible lor a
small and scattered population,

Something more about the objeet of the Dyvke may be learnt by plotting its
course on @ heipghl contour map ol the Chilterns ancd then surveying its wholg
length, This I have artempred in the accompanyineg plan (Map 3) where the
deeper shades show the higher parls and the numbers indicate the hundreed feet
levels,  We now see that it has a definite relation to the passes through the hills,
anc is so arranged as 1o keep them in the hands of the dwellers in the Vale,
Starting at Bradenham, it runs northwards along e east Jank of the Wyeormnbe
Pass lor a mile and a half and then at Lacey Green bends to the north-east for
nearly two miles as the pass widens ot ta form itz fonnel-shaped opening into
the VWale,  Tiisin this parl ofits course thal Monks Risboroush parish s leaversed,
and at the north end of Hampden Parlk the Dyle turns suddenly at a right angle
to form a. preat semicirenlar lonp with it sonvexity to the south-east 3 the map
suppeats thal 18 objecl was to include three of the minor passes through the hills,
all of which converge upon Great Missenden,

The first of these is the Askett-Misscnden Pass through which the Killington
track originally led (see P I, po G0 5 the second is the Buders Cross-Missenden
Pass, and the third is the easier and more important Wendowver-Missenden ["ass
and, sinco these three passes join before reaching Missenden, one big loop of
the Dvle was enough 1o keep them all In the hands of the vale dwellers,  When
the Jr.m]:r ends an the farther side of the Wendover-hMissenden Pass the Dylke con-
tinues its original nerth-casterly course until it nearly reaches the great Tring-
Berkhampsiead Pass where iU lurps east-south-east and [lanks the soulh side of
this gap ; finally its line erosees the pass and it ends narth of Berkhampstead town,

Taking all these points into consideration there can be little doubt that the
Dylie was made by or [or Lhe dwellers in the Vale to mark oll their ares of inlluence
from that of the people who lived on the ather side of the Chilterns but that, at
the samee lime, il breadih and depth show that 1t was o defenee as well as s limit.
It is unlikely that its whole length could ever have been held by troops, but it
is quite passible thar senrinels from the Vale were pasterd ar inrervals along the
skyline [rom which they eould give nebes of any atlempt on the part of the hill
dwellers to bridge or fill up a passage lor a hostile lncursion,  As to the passes,
sinee theae were all in the hands of the vale penple they could not well be used
e an attack upon the,

The prabability that, after the coming of the Chiltern Setters in the fitth
century, the Saxons and Britons were neiphbours for a pood many years has
adready been noticed, and there are [ew archweologisls nowadays who do nol
regard Grim’s Divke as a piece of Saxon work, It could hardly have been made
much later than the sixth ecntury, by or against the Thanes for instance, withont
being noticed in same historical record, while no uselul object in making it during
Roman or pre-Roman times suggests itsell, for before the Claudian invasion it
would, bad it been there, have run through the middle of the Catuvellaonian
kingdom for no apparent reason.  Then, agaln, its proportions arve those ol other
dykes known to have heen Saxon.

The possibilily of Cuthwall and his Wesl Saxons making the Chiltern Grim's
Diylee has been suggested by Mro W, b Hughes in ¥ Antiguity ™ {Vol. ¥, p, 291},
and in connection with this it will be remembered that three vears passed heowern
A 568, when Cullvwull and Ceawlin deleated Eilhelbert of Eent al Wibbandune,
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somewhere in Surrey, and 571, when Cuthwull was fighting the Britons at
Bedeanford, probably somewherc upon the Great Ouse. Three years scoms a
long time to have taken in travelling [rom Surrey to Bedfordshire, and the
possibility of his having spent this time in entling Grim's Dyke naturally
suppests itself.  T'o me il seems a posibility sather than a probability since
hie was a West Saxon and would hardly have spent his men’s ftime in maling a
protective limit [or the Chiltern Settlers” south-castern frontier.

After the four towns were secured in 571 Cuthwulf died, and his followers
presumably returned to their homes in order o take their part in the great
westerly drive which Ceawlin undertook in 573, Lt seems hardly likely that they
would have gone back leaderdess to the Chilterns from Lynsham in order to
cut a dyke which the Chiltern Settlers were guite able to do for themselves, if
they had not already done it.

Beturning once more to our own parish, it may be asked why Gurim’s Dyke
is not mentioned in the Charter of oD, qos, when the much loss impottant * Old
Tiyke ” on the Vale side of the Tcknicld Way iz noticed. I expect the answer to
this is that it swould have been noticed had Ethelpyth's estate corresponded with
the whole of the modern parish, but that the absence of any reference to it is
one more indication that her termitory did not include the tail-like extension into
the hills,

Why the Dyke should have been named after Grim is not very clear ;. we know
that it is not the only dyke so named, for there are three or four others called
aller the same person, while Grime’s Gruves probahbly have the same ancestry,
In old English the word * grim * meant preily much whatl it means now—
something dire or horrible—and after the Saxons had been converted Lo
Christianity it seems to have been used Lo personify the devil. We know how
fond our ancestors were of ascribing anything they did not understand to the
enemy of mankind, as in the case of * The Devil's Punch Bowl™ and * The
Devil's Kitchen,” and it is quite possible that this is how the Dyke was named,

O the other hand, it iz sometimes thought that Grim was the name under
which the half-converted Suxons cloaked a lingering regard for their old zod
Woden, just as they did for ‘Thunor or Thor, under the name of Wayland the
smith,

One more point about Grim's Dvke and T shall have told all 1 know that
has any bearing on Monks Rishorough ; it is thal, except for the big loop already
noticed, it ran parallel to and ahove same road for the greater part ol ils course.
At first there was the Wycombe Cap trackway which joined the Upper Icknield
Way south of Prinees Risharough, then the Icknield Way itsell except for the
four or five miles where the Dyke makes its loap ; and, finally, the Roman Akeman
Street which ran, from Bath to Verulam, through the Trinp-Ferkhampstead Pass.
All these roads were in the hands of the English and must have been handy for
concentrating troops oo any threatened spot. The Britons, on the other hand,
hud no such road system on their side of the Dyke.

L the twellth century one of the privileges of the cilkzens of London was to
hunt as far as the Chillerns on the west and as far as * The Waters ol Cray ™
on the cast, and, though it may be no more than a coincidenee, it is an interesting
one thal both these limits are marked by dykes —the Chiliern Crim’s Dyvke on
the west and the ** Fastendic ™ at Bexley in Kent, through which place ruus the
river Cray, on the east, Moreover, in both cases the foss iz on the Tondon side

a2



e

I LY
. . [t‘r""'..ﬁ Gra e
Lee Field -3 PR O Farin

e,
* T

- T

L e

ot

s
I

[ Miie

Mo po—Meax or ok Kinc's Braser,

L e e g0 G



and the rampart away from it. I do ool mean to hint that the dykes were
expressly made in order to limit the Lendoners’ hunting, but it is quite possible
that they were used as convenient Tandmarks within which a [feeman of Lendon
mifght hunt in his own right but beyond which he became a trespasser in pursuit
of pame.  He might, for instance, hunt in our parish from Bryant’s Fottom to
Redland End, but no farther.

THE EING'S STREET {CYNGES 5TRAET)

This, as I believe, important road in medieval days has already been referred
o once of twice, and now that we are talking of Saxon East Risbormigh scems
a suitable time to consider it. I bring the subject forward humbly enough, for
I fear thal I hiave nol vel succeeded in persuading any antiquarian expert that
such a road ever existed : yet the evidence seems so clear to me that some of my
fellaw dwellers in these parts, who kuow the lie of the land as well as, perhaps
better than, T do, may think it worth while, in the light of their local knawledge,
to check the facts upon which T rest my belicfl

We have already scen in the frst number ol (hese Records that the road is
mentivned in the Charter of A0, gog as one of Brthelgyth’s houndaries, and T must
remind the reader rhat this Charter has been overlooked or lgnored in most cases
by writers on Monks Risborough and its antiguities.  Perhaps this is because of
the regretiable mnistake of Mr, Birch, wha, in his book on Saxon Charters, deseribed
Last Rishorough as Princes, instead of Monks Risborough,

In any casc [ have, in Part 1, p. 16, of these Records, given my reasons for
believing that the King's Street of the Charter iz the disused hollow way lying
behind Whiteleal Haouse, which, at the foot of Whitcleal Cross, direclly continues
the road comingr dewn the hill from Green Halley, It would reach, and evidently
orce did reach, the Upper Leknield Way, but Whiteleaf Cottage has interfered
with it.

With this knowledge I was content until 1 found in the * Records of Bucks
(Vol. XI, No. 6, p. 3437 a Latin Charter dated 1461 mentioning the * Via Regia ™
in Askeft and stating that it conlinued thence o Aylesbury, The owner of
Askett Farm, Mr. Lavington, showed me a row of seven elm trees which hordered
traces of this old road and had very nearly, though not guite, the same direction
as that of the road behind Whildeal House,  He told me, too, and 1 have verified
this, that some ol the older country folk still speak of the present road from
Askett to Meadle, which crosses the railway by a bridge, as the © New Road,”
and T left him with the impression thal it was the railway which had caused the
old road to be replaced by the new.,  This T found later was a mistake, for the
Inclosure Award Map, published in 1830, shows the present road and no old road,
though of course there was no mailway then.

Now the ruestion arises are we justified in joining up these two picees of
road which are separated by about a mile—which have the same name and both
lead nearly in the same direction ?  Is this evidence good enough as it stands
or is there anything against it which should be considered ?

The ohjerctions which T have heard are the [ollowing . Firse, that the only
old reads entided o the name ol ** Street 7 were those made and sreatified by
the Romans ; and the Leknield Way is quoted, which, in spite of the Ordoance
Survey Maps, Is always regarded as pre-Roman. To this 1 would reply that
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sometimes, in charters, roads which were little more than Ianey are loosely spoken
of as streets and an example will be found in the Askett Charter alwve, where
the * Green Strete "' 18 mentioned,

‘The second objectivn, which rather neurralises the Hrsr, s that Kinp's Street
was a term used for any well-known thoroughfare, and thar, therefore, the fuct
that these two scotions had the same name does not necessarily mean that they
were parts of the same roud. The answer to this is that the bwo seclions have
so nearly the same direction, allowing [or the curve which the road is malking
near Whiteleal, that they ought to meet but that, i they do not, we shall have
to account for two main roads, both called King’s Street, runaing through the
parish nearly side by side,

A third objeclion is that, even if the missing conneclion botweon the two
sections were supplied, no one would have been so faalish as to use a road which
ran up the steep hillside to Green Hailey when the much casier Wycambe Pass
was so near.  The answer to this is that, by using the road Uhrough Whitcleaf,
Green Hailey, Redland End, Bryant’s Bollom and Hughenden to IHigh Wycomlbe
—all part of the King's Street—instead of following the road to West Wycombe,
through the Pass, nearly two miles were saved by the traveller between Aylesbury
and High Wycombe and this I submit would have ensured the King's Street
plenty of trallic in spite of the stitf climb o Green Hailey, a climb compensated
by a leng gradient down Lo Wycombe when the crest of the escarpment had been
reached.  Those who live here know the advantage of this route when walking
or eyeling Lo Wycombe.

Lately a fourth objection to the existence of the road has appeared in
“Antiquity ™ (March 1957), where Mr. Lindsay Scott paints out that no road
could have run round the foot of Whiteleal Hill by the Cross. This iz perfectly
true if he will add the words @ * without cutting and levelling.” That the
Saxons, before am. gog, were quite able lo undertake the cutting which exists
to-day is shown by the fact that Offa cut his dyke —a [ar heavier picce of work—
in the eighth century,

Thus, T think, there is reasonable evidence fr my belief that the Whireleaf
and Askell parts of the King’s Srreet were originally united, though it is more
difficult to say exactly where thie missing part ran, or when and why it has dis-
appearcd.  Tts course rhrough Askett Village will be dealt with later, in con-
nection with some old records of that place, but we may sum up ils direclion in
Maonks Rishorough by saying that il enlers the parish, on its way from Wyeombe,
as the road from Bryant’s Bortom and runs through Redland End and Green
Llailey, then down the steep hill to the foor af the Cross ; straight on, as the old
disused road in the grounds ol Whiteleal House to the Tpper Teknield Way,
acrogs the “ Way " o Askert Lodge site where iU crossed the prosent course of
the Rishorough-Kimble road and prohably persists as the west side of the triangle
of roads at Askett, After this it forms the village main road wntil the tirning
to Askell Farm is reached wheree it iz marked by the row of el lrees.  Then it
probably ran obliquely across lhe great Lee Field to the hedge which marks the
present Kimble houndary and thus reached and crossed the Lower Teknield Way
at the polnt where the Old Hackney Tane leaves it on its way towards bMuarsh
and eventually Avlesbury, though afler it leaves our houndary I must hand over
ity study to the Kimble topagraphers.

There can be lille doulst, I think, that it was a Saxon roac, because iL was
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there in a.m. qog, while Wycombe and Avleshury only became important centres
in Saxon days. Probably its connection with other roads determined the sites
ol the hamlels of Whiteleal and Askett,

I must remingd those who are not satisficd with my plea for King's Strect that
they are Iefl with the Gk of fnding a more repsonable explanation for the old
roac behind Whiteleat’ Llouse and the 1d Raoad at Askett and will also have
to show to what the Charters of Ao, gog and 1461 referred when they spoke of
e Eing's Street,

ASKLITL IN BYLRGONE DAYS

It the mumiment room af the musenm at Aylesbury are three charters dealing
with Askett, which have been pullished by 3e. G H. Fowler In the ** Records
ol Buckinghamshire * {Vol, X1, No. 6, p. 348),  Mr. FPowler tells us that he has
no loeal knewledge of the place, hur his knowledse of medizval Latin charters
is cvidently very groat and his caplanatory remacks make these doubly Interesting
to us who happen to have the local knowledge which he lacks,

The first of thess deeds i undated—hefore aon 12ge private charters usually
woere—and it puarantees he holder against interlerence by Jews as well as
Christinns @ this again helps us because in 1op0 Edward T expelled all Jews
from Fngland 3 but Mr. Fowler is able o date it more closely still beeause
Alexander de Hampden witnessed it as sherill’ o Bucks, a post he held from
124G to 1252 and asain from 125q to 1264,

Tn this Chartee James de Ulneswike (Ohwlswick) pranls two and o hall acees
and one perch of arable land, in the Vill o Rishorough, to John, the priest of
that parish, At Hrst L hoped that this might bave been the famous John Shorne
who afterwards worked wonderful miracles at North Marswen, bud T [eae thal i
cannol be because Shorne was ordained by Archbishop Peckham in 128q on a
title te St. Dunstan's Church {Lipseomb's © Flistory of Bucks,” Vol T1, po 1o},
He iz wsually mentioned as the first recorded Rector of Mooks Risborough, Tut
the present Charter shows us that an earlier John the Priest held the living at
gome time between 1240 and 1ehy.

The two-and-u=half acres and ooe perch were in [our separate holdings, and
it s a diflicult though interesting task to try to find our whera they lay.

The first acre, we are told @ Taes below the road called Akernan Soeeel and
exlends o the spring called Hathewlse Well and lics between the Green Way
{elsewhere called Greene Streete) and the land which helmged to Robert the
carpenter of Medhulle (Meadle),”™  OF course, as Mr. Fowler says, this Akeman
Slreed could not have been the well-lknown Foman road which runs through the
pass between 'Lring and Berkhampstead, and T feel sure that he is right in thinking
that in the thirtcenth century one or other of the Icknield Ways was known
Iocally as Alkeman Street, tor the popular beliel that the title af * Street ™ was
only used for a paved Roman Road is by no means always (rue.

Tt could hardly have been the Upper Way because that seems purposely to
hiawve rui well abeve the level of the springs, hut near the Lower Way is a well-
knenwn spring, from which the Meadle Brook rises, which would [iL very well
because it lics aboul o furlong [roan the Meadle side of the road, and an acre
sliip in those days was a furlong (220 yards) by g3 yards wide. T do not know
any other spring which lics more nearly al the reguived distance lom 2 maio
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rivad than this, but hitherto T have been unable to find anyone who recognises
Hathewise or Hawels as the name ol a spring.

The second acre @ * Lies towards the llorestone, between the land which
belonged to Richard of the Lithe (at Bledlew) and Akeman Streer and reaches
on the East to Kimble.” I had no difficully in [inding several country people
wha knew the * Lorestone ™ but none secemed to recoenise the ** lHorestone,”
and had it not been for Mr. Jagues of Kimble, T should have assumed that when
French was the legal language in this counlry Horeslone had been writlen
“T'Horestone.”  He, however, tells me that there are still twao fields in Eimble
Parish where Smoky Row juins the Lower Teknicld Way, one of which iz the
Horestone and the other the Lovestone, and s0 I am now inclined to thiok that
the latter i3 a contraction for Lower [larestone,

This knewledge of the position of the Horestone clears up all doubt that the
Alkeman Strect of the Charter was certainly the Lower Leknicld Way,  Probably
in the thirteenth cenmry the Horestone was really astone which marked the parish
boundary.

The half-acre and the perch : ** Lie above Pebworth, the former reaching
from  a wood called Tnwood te a road known as Bishopspath.”  Tinformnately,
the memory of these names no longer endures, but we are Lold thal the perch runs
from the Bishopspath to the way called Kulendene, In the latter | think that
T reengnise the Killington track which we followed through the woods, after
passing the Plough Inn at Lower Cadsden in beating the parish bounds [(see
Part 1, pp. B) and probably the road from Askert to Cadsden was also, in those
days, called Kulendene or Killingden.

Bishopspalh sugpests o way which e Bishop wsed in lis visitation of the
Churches of Princes Rishorough, Monks Risborough and Kimhble ; and the
present Rishorouph-Kimble Road natrally comes inte onc's mind ; T cannot
help thinking, however, thal this road is of later date amd replaced an older
communication between Monks Rishorouph and Askett, for it will be noticed
that the real village of Askett, where the old houscs are, is sct well back from the
present main road, as is the case al Monks Rishorough.

When, however, we reach the Three Crowns Inn, which, though rebuilr, s
no doubt upon the site of the old time villape ale house, & blind road called Askett
Lane on the opposite side ol the way is seen, along which are some of the oldest
enttages in the village, charming relics of the sizteenth century with their halt
tmbered walls and thatched roofy, and it seems Lo me thad like, pechiaps, Burlon
Foad in Monls Rishorouzh, it is the original track between the two villages and
that barh parts persisted after the new road was made hocause houses, which in
both eases are very old, had been built along thern.

If this [ the Bishopspath we are seeking, and I think it must be, the perch
which ran hetween it and Kulenden swas probably in the anple between those
two roads juslt before they crossed, since il was only 161 leet long, I only we
could localize Pebworth and Inwood moest of our difficulties would vanish,

The second of these Askett Charters deals with the same plots of land as dows
the [ormer one, bul in AD. 1291 we learn that they are now held in lee by Hugh,
the Clerk, from the Avchbishop of Canterbury.  We learn oo that Hupgh lives
with his sister Duleie, in 2 messuage in Askett which he helds; not of the Arch-
Bishop, but of the prior of Cheist Chucch at Canterbury,  The deed was signed
at Monks Rishorough and settled all the praperty upon Thleie it was witnessed
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by William Queynterel and Henry de la Ponde (ol the pound), members of
tamilies which were found in the parish for several hundred vears,

The third Charter hears the date of 14610 and brings us to the time of Edward
the Fourth, Tt is 170 years since Hugh and Dulcie lived in the messuape in
Askett, which is now deseribed ag owning a garden and helonging to a man named
Robert Sloo. It has the cottape of Thomas Evee on the west and the Via Regia
or King's Btreet on the north ; and this, 1 think, is most important, for it is now
clear that the King's Street, which it is gaid * Leads on 1o Ayleshury,” was then,
and is now, the main villape steeel of Asketl, and that the messuage aboul which
we are talking lay upon the left side of it as one walks towards Meadle.

Tn 1461 the scattered plots of land have the same distinetive marks as in the
two former leases save thal the second acre abuls on a fleld koown as * Fymbel-
felde,” which bears out the suggestion that the * Ilorestone ¥ was close to the
Kimble houndary, The halfacre which John the Pricst and Hugh the Glerk
owned near Pebworth has in 1481 grown into an acre and the loresaid perch
has become a rood (rada), T confess that T am surprizsed at rhis great expansion
and wonder whether the seribe could net have meant a rod vr perch, instead of
a rood, by the Latin ** roda.”™

Kobert Sloo, in this third Charrer, confirmaed the land to William Alkoner
and John Goedmen, and it s probable thal by 14610 hese seeond names had bes
come definite surnames though it is evident that one of William's ancestors had
heen the Ale Conner or Ale Taster, while Goodman was originally an epithet
which denoied a man of some Iiilde importance, below the rank of Genteman.,
The witnesses of the two earlier Charters of the thirteenth century had not yet
earned hereditary surnames.  Henry Mason was then really a mason ;. while
in the firsl one we find Bartholomes de Ponde, and in the second, Henry de 1a
Poncle, which does not necessarily imply that they were related —only that they
hoth Tived near, ar had charpge of, the village pound.

The reason why these three strips of land were so [ar aparl was thal they
were, and had to be, in separate divisions of the great common fields of the three-
field system, and thus cach grew wheat or rye in one yoar, nats or harley the
next, and in the thivd vear lay fallow., Had the lenant or frecholder owned all
his land in only one of these fields he would have had no erop at all every thicd
VLA

We cannot hope, to-day, to see any ol the houses o 1401 in Asketl, though 1
am iald rhat when the * Manor House ™ was repaived some years ago one of its
walls way found Lo have been of wallle and daub, like the scetion still preserved
in the ¥ King's Head ™ in Aylesbury, and might easily have dated back Lo th
rime of Henry VITL. T deeds, which T have seen, reach back 1o 1500 and,
thowrh it is called the Manor Iluuw, this could have been but a couriesy 1.11.1:.,
since Askett was only a hamlet of the manor of Monks Rishorough, It lies on
the apposite side of the way to Askett Farm and is now divided into thres tene-
ments though il s still a pood example ol the home of an BElizabethan gentleman
of the standing of Master Pape or Ford in Shakespeare’s ** Aerry Wives of
Windser,”™ Its garden is surrcunded by the remains of a moeat, outside which
were several closes, O the roadside, in (ronl ol il, grew, in Elizabeithan days, a
yew (spelt * ewe ™) tree,

What I take te be the © Bishopspath ™ must have passed, on its way towards
Monlks Rishorough, just in front ol a house which can be raced back [acther,
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though it may not necessarily be older, than the Magor House,  IL ks known as
the Bell Houwse and hag in ils time been a farm-house and an hotel,  There is a
tradition that it was built a3 a resl-howse for the monks of Canterhnry, though I
have not been fortunate enough to see any conlirmation of the rumour, but, like
the Manor House, 1L i3 a0 good cxample of a Todor gentleman’s homestead,

While talking of Askett and ils rouds seems a fitting time to gather up all
the names given to different parts of the long read which led from Askelt, through
the pass in the Chilterns, to Assenden.  We have seen in the Askett Charters
good reason (o belicve thal its whele lengih inte the hills was called Kulenden
ar Kilinden, and we know that in the woods it is still called the Killingion or
Killingden Track. Where the Tpper Teknield Way crosses, it was known a
century or two ago sy Gallows Cross ™ and thence o Gadaden was, and some-
titnes still is, called Gallows Lane, and that part between Askett and the cross-
roads, where the pallows stood, s often called © Tong Fortin ? (Fortune #) by
the countey foll, though I have never seen il in writing.,  Finally, an alternative
name, still to be seen in the Inclosure Award Aap, for the level part near the
cross roads 1s Sandpit Bottom because of an onterop of preensand there,

THE ICENIELD WAYS

Few pages, hitherto, have been Iree from some relerence o one o olther of
these roads, yet still there is something to say ; for, though Monks REisborough
helds less than a mile of the Upper, and only a mile and a half of the Taower
Wy, most ol the active lile of the parish lies belween them, and vel their aversre
distance apart is hardly move than a mile. Above the Upper Way are the
wanded hills where one may walk all day, scarcely moeeting a soul, and helow the
Lower Way are green lields and farm-houses as vet litlle disturbed by the presence
of the suburban builder, Cur out the area hetween the two Ways and more—
praobably a pood deal more—than threc-quarters of Monks Rishorough's popu-
lation will vaasish, and so, tog, will much of ils historic lnterest.

It is an inspiring thing, when one understands it, to walk along the Upper
Icknicld Way and to realise that it is probably the oldest road in England, a
roed which was here [or hundreds of yvears before London was thought of) and,
in spite of the Ordnance Survey label, was there long hefore the Romans came,
for it is as unlike their straipht, well-paved roads as it can be.

Lt us wall along the short stretch of it which is ours and notice that where
it enters the parish, about foety paces from the place where it erosses the Missenden
Road, it iz still, though il will nol be [oe long, a country lane, bul [town the cross-
roads to the facther end of Whiteleaf village it is metalled with chalk duyg from
the * [lagpit * in 1dgo and now sarfaced swith tarmaec. Afier crossing Perer's
Lane, until the Princes Rishoroueh boundary i3 reached, it becores a countey
lane once maore where one may pick blackberries in antmmn.

It is never straight for mare than a few hundred yards, but clings to the side
ol the hills, except when il i ceossing the mouth ol one ol the passes, and never
in Monks Rishorough parish does it cross any streamlet.  The gradients, con-
sidering that it iz a hillside road, are casy, and it is only at Whiteleaf Flouse thal
il reaches (he foo [eel level, while nowhers dogs il go much below 450 feet.
Trace its whole course on a map of the Chilterns and it will be noticed thar,
apart from being fringed with villas, our porten s quile a lypical mile ol the
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many which the * Way " covers in ils loong course, and that [rom it may be

pathered the main objects which its choosers, rather than makers, had in their
minds,

Lt may be that the cheice of this hill-foot road marked an epoch in locometion
as preat as the coming of the motor-car in our awn day ; for until then travellers
had wsed the ridgeways ar hill-top tracks which were ill-adapled o wheeled
traffic, and it iz a not unreasonable suggestion that, when chariots were introduced
intn the counlry, roads suitable for their use were sought,

In the Iren Age period of our history chariot burials begin to be [ound, and
this agrees with the tme usually suggested lor the origin of the Upper Icknield
Way.

The two greatest needs, ne doubt, were (1) absence ol sieep gradients, and
{2) avoidance of swampy ground ; and these are just the abjects at which the
Tpper Icknield Way aims ; for throughout its Chiltern course it always Leies
i keep hetween the qooand 500 fect lovels and above 400 feet few, if any, springs
come out of the chalk, I admit that at Little Kimble a streamler is crossed,
hut originally, tradition says, the * Way * passed across a corner of what is now
Cheguers Fark, above the spring from which the sirean rises.

One iz ofien asked why there should he two Icknield Ways. The answer
seemms simple enough when looked at in the lipht of wheels and swamps, for we
must remember that it is only between Ivinghoe and Leuknor, a distance ol some
rightern miles as the crow {lies, that the double ** Way ™ exists, and in this part of
ils course the Upper Way curves a good deal in keeping close Lo the hills and thus
avoiding the springs ; hut in dry weather, when there were no swamps, several
tniles wers saved by laking a straighter line and in this way it scems the Lower
Teknicld Way was adopted as an alternative summer roule,

In talking af the erigin of the Upper Icknield Way L have heen carcful to
use the word * chosen * rather than * made,” for there scoms o have been very
little making of the road—thar was an art which had yel o be learnt—and when
cne track hecame hadly cut up another was vsed beside it ) thus it would bea
difficult thing now Lo decide on the exact line of the carlicst Icknield Way. 1
think, however, that we may safely believe that it was belng used, instead of the
hill-tap trackways, as early a3 500 p.e, and that the Lower Way was later than
the Upper.

According to the philolopistz practically nothing is known about the deriva-
tian of the word © Teknield.””  There is no doubt, however, that the Saxons called
it “ Teenhylte ™ and that a British tribe, the Teeni, lived in Norfolk where the
“Way " beging, The first half of the Suxun name certainly suppests the tribe
while the latter hall (hylte) is probably derived from the Old English * healdan ™
(to hold). Unfortunately this rather ohvious derivation was not accepted by
Prafessor 1laverfield, thonrh cven his great authority cannor dim the [fact that
the road was at one end connected with the Teeni and led Lo and from their
countey. It is difficult to see how the Saxons could have meant other than this
when they ealled it Teenhylte ; nor is there much doubt that, in spite ol all the
rules of philology, Icenhylte has become Icknield.

And I, who know so little of the laws which govern the way in which names
change as time goes on, may slill be unable o see why Teenhylte should not be
derived frum the Teeni, while others who have studied these laws tell us that,
whatever may be its derivation, it certainly had nothing tw do with these people
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beyond the coincidence that it started in the country which once was theirs.
Alter all it is bul the old guestion which runs through all our attempts to weigh
the past: the question of the weight which each plece ol evidence bears.  In the
balanee of one man’s mind it may be heavy, in that of another light ; and even
to the same man it welghl may aller (vom lime e tme. I supposc that the mottao
of this maralising iz that we should try to keep as open minds as we may.

I later Umwes the country people often spoke of the Teknield Way as the
Hackney or Ackney Way, and we have good reason o think, from the Askett
Charters already considered, that the Lower Way swas called Akeman Street in
the thirteenth and [eenth conluries,
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