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OLD RECORDS OF MONKS RISBOROUGH

THE following records of Monks Rishorough Began as lectures given at the Princes
Rishorough Tnstitute and elsewhere in the neighbourhood.

Lt is said, and T think truly, thal he who learng mest from a book is the writer,
and doubtless a lecturer learns more from preparing his lecture than he can hope
to hand on 1o his listeners, bul the main thing which lecturing has taught me is
that afier the lecture has been given (he giver learns much morve than he knew
before from the discussion which follows, as well as from later eriticism and
relerences sent him to new literature. Tt is this feeling which makes me swrite
the following records of places and of things which have happened, or Lhere i
reason 10 believe have happened, in Monks Rishorough Parish, and T have chosen
these [our and a half square miles of English sail partly because I live here and T
think know it really well, partly because T shall be writing for people who also
know it well, and parily because it has so many relics of the past, of more than
mere local interest, within its bounds that it pives a very wide ramge of choice.

The publicalion of these Records in parts is meant o give them elaslicily
and to seek further knowledge. Elasticity, because if they are of interest to
others they may he drawn out or, il the reverse, allowed to contract. Incroased
knowledze, because I hope that many records and traditions, which I know are
stored up in old letters, deeds and memaries, may be told tw me and thus included
later in the scries.

In following the story of Monks Rishorough, lormerly called East Risborough,
it must be horne in mind that, in an administeative sense, there is no such patish
to-day, since il has lately become part ol il greater neighbour, Princes Risborourh.
This, however, hardly matters, far our story deals with the Parish of St. Dunstan’s
Church, the bounds of which have changed little during many hundred years
and enclose it now almost as definitely as when John Hampden Lknew it
Administrative or lay parishes are comparatively modern things, of no preat
historic interest, while ecclesiastical parishes often are very old and almost always
have interesting asmociations with the past,

This certainly is true of Monks Rishorough, for it is Ll of records of days
gone by, records some of which we see around us every day, though, because they
are 50 well known, we do not always pause Lo think how interesting they are.
Hexe, for instance, are some of the things which have interested me and about
which I hope to talk hereafter, as one thing leads to another. Other links with
the past of course there are, hut these cover such a wide range of interesls and
such & wide range of time (hat they will give us plenty about which to think,

- Palzaolithic, Neolithic and Bronze Age implemenls,
- The Cradle Way (hill-top track).

Tumuli {7 Iron Ape),

. Upper and Lower Icknicld Ways,

An Early Saxon Cemetery,
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. Grim's Diyvle.

7. The Whiteleaf Cross,

8. A Saxon Charter darted s gog,

0. Yestiges o' a very old road called the King's Streoc

1o, The route of the Great Danish Army to Beading,

11, &L Dunstan’s Church and it Records.

12, The route ol William the Congqueror™ march aller the Battle of Hastings,

13, Many letters between the Prior of Christ Church Monastery al Canterbury
and his bailill at Monks Rishorouph in the fourtcenth century,

t4. The campaign between the Fovalists and Parliamentarians in the time of
Clhatles T,

Mozr of these subjects have already been treated in variouws publications,
though not always by people who knew the ground as well as we do. Tn any case
itis well to sum up our knowledge Irom time to Ume, for, though cach day makes
the date of these rhings more distant, research and discussion enable us to grasp
their mesning and understand them a lide betler as the years pass,

THLE PRESENT BOUNDS OF AONEKS RISBOROUGH PARISH

by experience is that very few of my fellow dwellers in the parish lmow the
whole of it thoroughly or can tell with certainty where the boundaries lie, unless
these are close to their homes, It will therelore be worth while, belore we con-
sider the recards of the past, to make a rour ronnd the parish houndaries as they
are tu-day, and T hope that the aceomnpanying map will be plain enough to enable
those interestec in historic events to localise their sites and surroundings withoul
difficulty,

Mo doubt the exact boundaries of all parishes have undergone moedificstions
and adjustments at different times ; land which at fivst was extra-parochial has
heen added as it was reclaimed, and during the long period of enclosure, Tasting
[rom the sixleenlh to the niveteenth cenluries, the large open [elds have been
craclually replaced by smaller ones separated by hedges and ditches, 'Lhese
have often necded some little adjustment of the boundary, hore a little given oo,
and Lhere a litde laken [rom, the adjolning parish, so that boundaries which once
were straight lines, where no natural boundary such as a stream or old road was
used, now often show o zigezag contour, sinee it was not desirable that the holder
of an enclosed field should be under the spiritual guidance ol, and should have to
pay tithes to, two parish priests,

And sn it is important o state clearly that the bounduries of 5t Dunstan's
Parish here described are those delined on the Crdnance Survey maps ol 1922
when the ecclesiastical and adminizstrative parishes were identical,

The parishes on these maps were, no doubl, largely copied [rom the old Tithe
and Enclosure Award maps kept In the parish churches, and the latter of St
Durnstan’s has now been placed for safe keaping in the County Council  Office
at Ayleshury.

Saxon land deeds usually begin their list of landmarks at the most northerly
point, fallowing them round clockwise, and T think it will be well if we adoept the
same plan and slart owr perambulation or * bealing e bounds ™ al the most
northerly point, There s now, luckily for them, no longer any need to beat
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siall boyy at the chief landmarks, in order that they may remember them when
they become men ; but in tracing the boundaries of Monks Rishorough to-day,
on foot, we have diflicultics to face of which vur forefathers knew very little,

1L is not so easy, for instance, to find even a farm lubourer to-day who knows
exactly where lhe boundary runs, or who has not heen confused by the recent
changes in the administrative parishes— these things mean so little Lo him now,
where once they meant so much, and even when the line is cvident the hedges
are go well kepl that one eannot creep through witheut doing dumape, and thus
the nezrest field gate, swhich may not be very near, must he sought,

Usually it is hest ro ask the (armer to allow the parish boundare to be lollowed,
and 1 have never met with anything but kindly help when I have done &0, but
this of course means an extea journey to thefarm, Tt is hardly passible, I think, to
lollow conscientiously the hounds of Monks Rishorough Ecclesiastical Parish, which
are. some fifteen miles round, withowt walking twenty to thivty miles, though it
is lrue that where a road [orms the houndary the juurney may be made in a car.

On the Ordnance Map the most uortherly point of Monks Rishorough Parish
is found on the edge of a field called * The Gore,” helonging o Stockwell Lane
Farm. Here there is a litile stream which runs northward from the lan and al
this point is remarkable for having two sharp, rectangular bends in it, each of
which leaves a triangular projection in the boundary of the field, and it is ta
these, I have litTe doubt, that the ficld owes its nane, for to our Saxon loielbibers
a " gore ™ meant a triangular piece of land in which the heavy plough of those
days, with its team of cight oxen, could not be turned,  We still use the term in
dressmaking 1o denote a triangular insertion of malerial,

That the sircam is small now means litfle, heeause so much water fom the
hills has heen diveried in these times by waler works and numberless wells that
streams arc much smaller than when the gores were named ; hut the fact upon
which I want (o lay stress is that the most northerly point of the parish lies in the
neighbourhood of two felds still ealled the Gores and corresponds to lhe most
northerdy of the two sharp bends in the stream,

From this point the parish boundary runs in a south-easterly dircetion along
a straipht, nninterrupled hedge until the road running from Stoclwell Lanc to
Kimble Wick is reached. This it does not cross directly, but runs a little to the
left, as far as a hedge on the opposite side, after which il resumnes its south-
eaglerly course for two or three hundred vards and then crosses a stream rather
larger than the lagt, This is the Meadle Brook, which is also crossed here by a
fvotpath from Meadle to Kimble Wick, I want to eall special allenton o the
spol because it figures again in a Saxon Charter,

After this an almast perfecily strairht hedge would be followed, i the trans-
verse hedges allowed, for nearly a mile, unil the Tower Leknield Way s reached,
where  cottage, callec the “ White Clity,” marks he boundary, and all this lime
the route has been nearly due south-cust and the hedge marking it might almast
be ruled on the map with a ruler, If a compass is nat handy the line may he
kept by walking towards Bulpit Hill in the distance.

Having passed straight across (he Lower Teknield Way a [ootpath s found
running along the right-hand side of the hedue which forms the eastern Lundary
of the great Lee Tield belonging to Askett I'arm, as far as the Ayleshury railway
liner “T'wo changes, however, in the route will now be noticed, for the hedge

b Bowe detail of this reron will Le (bend on the lager sealr s Gaeing .04,
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followed is irregular and no longer the straight line to which we have become
acenstomed 3 then, (oo, its general direction is some degrees south of the south-
gasterly line and no longer heads for Bulpit Hill but for Longduwn. T think these
points are impoartant and that they suggest a rectilication, perhaps during the
Ineclosure time, of the original boundary between Maonks Risharough and Kimble
Parishes, a suggestion which our later reading of the Charter of 4.0, go3 bears out,

‘The footpath and boundary cross the railway midway between the Old
Grange and Askett Farms, and then the latter runs along the hedpe bounding
the Hool: meadows until the main road from Risborough o Kimble is crossed,
about a hundred yards on the Kimble side of the Dlack llorse Inn at Askert.
From here to the Upper Icknield Way the boundary runs an irrepular course,
passing Lo the right of a bungalow and to the left of the allounent gardens, always
accompanied by hedpes, until the unsurlaced part of the * Way ** is reached some
forty yards from the point at which 1t is crossed, at the corner of the goll links,
by the Askett-Missenden Road. Tt accompanics the Icknield Way for these
forty yards to the cross toads, afler which the Askert-Missenden Road forms the
boundary as far as Lower Cadsden.! Uniil a century ago these cross roads were
the site of the executions for sheep stealing, and the road leading to Cadsden is
still known amang the country f0ll as Gallows Lane,

My own beliel, which I do not wish to press for more than it is worth, is that
Monks Rishorough Parish did not originally extend [arther into the hills than the
Upper Teknield Way, but look this road as its lmit and thar the object of the
deviation [rom a straight south-easterly line, which was noticed al the Lower
Icknield Way, was gradually to bring the boundary Lo the cross roads and thus
to allow it ta follow almost uninlerruptedly the Cadsden Road at a rime when
the long, tail-like extension of the parish into rhe hills was added. AL present,
however, we are anly comcerned with the parish boundaries as they are to-day,

After leaving the cross roads the boundary, which up ro this point has run
amony [ields and has only been marked by hedgerows, now [vllows Lhe middle
of the road. Clearly, therefore, the road must be older than the boundary, and
this we may casily belicve when we notice that it leads to one of the passes through
the Lills Lo Missenden,

As we walk along it we notice the land rising up on each side, though the
road itself is level, and aboul a guarter of a mile from the cross roads, the Gradle
Way crogses the road, coming out of the pate of a howse called ** Cradle Combe ™
e the left and entering a gate into the goll links opposite,

Leaving the Cradle Way behind, the houndary continues along the middle
of the road until the Plough Tnn at Lower Cadsden is reached, just before
which the modern highway runs slightly o the left, over the shoulder of Bulpit
Hill and past Longdown Farm. This is quite a new road, and therelore the
boundary does not follow it, but continues straight on, past the * Flough,” along
a lane which leads into the woods and the traveller must be careful not to turn
to the right, up Thorne Lane, after passing the * Plough.”

After a few hundred vyards the lanc opens oul into one of the dells or
“ hottams * which give such delightlul variety to the Chiltern scenery.  All
around are hills or combes and from this point the woodland tracks branch off
in different directions. The one which we have (o take is known as the
* Killington Track * and vonlinues the south-eastern line already followed 3 I

' Ldore detail of this resion will be found on the larger scale map facing p. 16,
3]



i5 really an old road and is still used as such by the woodinen in carting timber,
In summer it 13 a green tunnel and one may almost expect to meet John Hampden
riding along il once more, on his way from Hampden House to Great Kimble
Church,

Thus, walkingr on a sofl carpet ol leaves, we follow this old road through the
thick beech woods, the hills en each side prowing hipher as s go, until the
track divides, and we are carcful not to take the one on the lefi which leads to
Tongdown Farm. The one swaight on, which we follow, now becomes more
and more of a ravine with sides so steep that it is difficult to climb them, though,
until now, the track itself has boen almost level,

Newr, howewver, the gradient begins: but it is quite an easy one, and as the
ravine gradually bears to the right its sides beeome less steop, until at length
they fade away altopether and a very short lane oo the lell, ending in a field gate,
shows where the way (o Sollingers Iarm, Hampden and Missenden used to run,
Soon after this the boundary leaves the middle of the track, which now has becone
a mere hridle path ; but it is marked by a ditch so overgrown by brambles that
it cannot be followed without great difficulty, though, since it is never maors than
a few yards from the bridle path, its positiom cannot casily be lost, All Lhis lime
the path has been pradually crecplip up, but so gently that the climb from 450
tn Boo [eel, Is accomplished with littde exertion, '

Where the wood ends the path leads alonp a short lane with a gate al ils end
which opens into one of the ficlds of Green Hailey Farm, on the Uoo-feet level ;
and Lo the right of it, about two bundred yards away, is Green Hailey Farm
House, It is usually held that Hailey is the Saxon Heg Leagh or haylield (see
“ Place Names of Bucks,” p. 171, but the older inhabitants still call it Green Alley
and say that in their fathers’ time it was always so called. Alley i= not unknown
in woodland districts elsewhere ; there is Sprigrs Allev, for instance, near Bledlos,
and 1t iz possible that in this case local radilion may be more accurate than
documentary evidence,

Ag 1 shall have to return ta this derivation of * Green Hailey ™ agein, T will
content myscll now by pointing out that it lies on the highest point reached by
the hills in these parts and that it is impossible, therefore, to pet to it withoul
going up hill,

Passing through the gale, the boundary runs straight on, across the meadow,
until it nearly reaches the road which has come up the hill past the Cross aned is,
no doubt, part of the old * King's Strect ™ deseribed later ;. but just belore
meeding the road the boundary turns sharply to the left and accompanies if,
first on one side, then on the other, until Redland FEnd is reached, and thiy
crossing from side to side sugrests that in moedern times the road has been
glraigh lened.

At Redland End the boundary is well ta the right (west) of the road and here
Grim’s Dyke leaves Monks Risborough for Hampden Parish, aller a course of
less than Lalf' a mile in the former, The dylke itself is not noticed from the road,
but is clear enough in the woad on the left, just hefore the Little Mission Hall is
reached.

A little {arther on a cross road is passed, and after this the boundary keeps to
the middle of the road, which runs straipht om in a south-casterly dircetion,
between Keepers Hill Wood on the lell and Moncton Wood on the right, for
about a mile, until another cross road appears, When this is passed the road
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and the boundary continue theiv course for anather quarter of a mile to just
Leyond the point al which & simall road e Speen leads off to the right. Here,
close to Bryant’s Bottom, the boundary comes to the end of its long south-easterly
course, leaves the road and makes a semicirenlar curve (o the rght, along a hedge,
undil it joins the small road just menlioned, which i aceompanics for half a mile
until Speen village i almost reached, running now in a south-westerly instead
of a sputh-casterly dircetion. Here, close tn Spren and at the south end of
Moncton Wood, is the southermmost end of Monks Risborough Parish, and now
the return journey to the Gore heging and the boundary runs north-west.

For o mile and threc-quarters there 15 no difficulty in tracing ir, since it
corresponds with the south-west edge of Monclon Wood ; indeed the wood
occupies the whale width of this part of the tail-like extension of the parish intw
the hills, an extension which at one place is little more than a furlong wide,
Iollowing the actual boundary on (Dot s not very easy, bul it may be kepl in
view from a narrow road, just passable by motor car, running from Speen to
the Pink and Lily Inn, nearly parallel to it and actoally joining it ar Lily
Bottom I'arm, close to which Grim’s Dyke is seen entering the parisl.

Ax the “ Tink and Tily * is approached the houndary leaves the road and
edpes away Lo the rightl, skirting the western edge of the beautiful garden on
Parslow’s Ilillock and then follows the ecdge of Hillock Wood, which s the
northerly continuation of Moncten Wood 3 indeed, in all this return journey,
hitherto, it is remarkable how the boundary separates the culiivated area of
Princes Iishorough Parish from the woodland area of Monks Rishorough,

Ahead and a hitde to the left, Rishornugh Clop, 2 mound-like elevarion, is
seen and the boundary, aller passing over the shoulder of Windsor Hill, crosses
the Caop Tlhll, as the road leading from Princes Rishorough to (Green Hailev is
called, two or three hundred yards north-cast of the “ Cap.”  Tr is well worth
leaving the boundary [or this shord distance and dimbing to the top of Risborough
Cop for the sake af the view, which is so instructive,

Lovking back [roem this in a south-casterly direction, along the boundary
already followed, Parslow’s Hillock and the * Piok and Lily " are seen on the
skyline about a mile away, while ta the south-west the Wain G, above Bledlow,
stands oul sharply three miles away.  One now vealises that these three miles
cut across the funnel-shaped mouth of the Wycombe Gap, the largest aned easiest
pass throurh the Chilterns into the Vale of Aylesbury from the south, One
realises, too, thal the boundary traced from Parslow's Hillock has {ollowed the
side of the hills as they recede to form the eastern side of this pass, leaving Princes
Risburough Parish in possession of the fertile land of the Vale, and Monks
Risborough of the chalk hill on which boeech woods grow so well.

Returning to the boundary where it crosses the Cop Hill Road and climbing
a shorl but stiff risc on the opposite side, close to a disnsed chalk pit, a mapnificent
panorama of the Wale ol Avlesbhury opens out amd the eeclesiastical boundary
hetween the two Rishorsughs may be traced with a compass and field-glass,
almost back to the Gure; though, unless the country is familiar, a map also is
needed,

From thiz point the houndary is marked almeost entirely by hedges; but it
will be noticed Lhal hey zig-zag a good deal and thus form a contrast o the
perfectly straight hedge with which the parish started ils boundary from the
Gore.  Woe must remember, however, that in the early days hedges wers very
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few and that their abject was to protect the cultivated area from the wild beasts,
chictly deer, of the unculivated regions.

Then the lancd was cultivated on the open, three-field system, with baullks of
unplovughed graund to separate the holdings of the different tenants, and when a
protoctive ackthorn hedge was needed it owas naturally steaighe 3 but from the
time ol Henry VI to the early part of the nineteenth century enclosures were
heing made and small fields, scparated by hedgerows, took the place of the great
cornmon lelds. When a pacish boundary  was Du.;e,um]l}' mwarked Ly a ]uug
straight deer-hedge or by a road, its line could not well be changed, but in other
parts, where the division was an imaginary line from one mmrm] ohject to
anclher, the new enclosures did not always [ollow this exactly and slight reclifica-
tions of the boundary were agreed upon, which pave it a broken contour such
as this view presents. The whele subjeet will, I hope, be clearcr when the
neighbourhood as it was in gog is dealt with later,

From the present ohservation paint, high up on Brush Hill, the hedge on the
left which murks the houndary is traced downward Loward the Vale, running
directly north-west, The place at which it meets the Upper Icknield Wayv is
quite clear, thongh the houndary does not cross the Way divectly but accompanies
it for o hundred vurds or seto the nEhL and then resumes i3 north=-wiest course, alongr
another hedge, to the road from Princes Rishorough to Askett, Hereit ladesaway
amang some huildings, which are ton far off 1o he identified yet with certainty,

Belvre leaving this excellent bird s-cye view [rom the crest of Brush Hill, the
relative positions of Princes Rishorough, Monks Rishorongh, Whiteleal’ with its
Cirnas, Askert and the Wainhill near Bledlow should be determined and a hedpe
looked for, running from opposite the fool of the Cross to join the boundary at
right angles, about halfiway between the view point and the Upper Lelnield Way ;
it may be identified by its running parallel to and a little above a row of houses
which have lalely spruog up in the Weslield Road, Al present T shall only ask
the observer to picture the landscape before him with all the hedses except this
one blotted out and to notice what a good protection it would make against
deer [rom the wild, scrub-covered Brush Hill, above it, entering the pleasant
pasture or arable land below, When next we meet it as the * Roe Deer Iedee,”
more than a thousand years carlicr, this use for it will be berter appreciated.

Une more landmarl, the (all brick chimney of the saw-mills at Longwick,
may be noticed, standing twao and a half miles away, in a north-westerly direction ;
it i of interest becawse the boundary passes a lictle to the right of it

Now, passing down the boundary hedge, the hill part of the parish is gradually
Iefi hehind, the Teknield Way is crossed and then the footpath from Whireleafl to
Princes Fisborough, wuntil, skirting the righi-hand side of the grounds of * The
Paddacks,” the road joining the two Hisboroughs is reached, On the opposite
side of thie road iz a house called © Ristcombe,’” and the boundary runs just to
the Iefl of this, Then, conlinuing it north-west course, i crosses the railway
after less than half a mile, and here it meets the tootpath from Monks Rishorough,
which it accompanics as far as the lintde stream which flows from that villapge.
Here it leaves the path and accompanies te stream lowaeds Adseod for o hundred
yards or more ; then, crossing the stream, it makes for the Lower leknield Way,
taking three more sharp bends o the left before reaching i, Thouph hedges
mark the whole ol this part ol its course i is no easy matler (o give a recognisable
direction for the point at which the ©° Way ¥ is crossed,
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What has happened is that the boundary here has adapted itsell’ tu the
numerong small enclosures which have been made ovut of the original great,
unenclosed © Croms Field,” which was part of Monks Risborough Manor and Parish,
and it therelore lics on the west side of all the ficlds which are named * Cross
in the enclosure award. This infirmation, 1 fear, will hardly help any but an
old inhabitant and, since there is now no administrative boundary between the
twa Rishoroughs and sinee the tithes have been commuted, it is becoming more
and more difficult to pick up the disused boundary marks. Perhaps the simplest
way ol [inding the point at which (he boundary crosses the Lower Icknicld Way
15 10 identily the farmhouse called Chadwellhill, standing hack a little way [rom
the farther {north-west) side of the road, and then Lo walk alonp the road in a
south-weslerly direetion for about a guarter of a mile, keeping a good look out
for a stone set in the grass verge on the left-hand side.  This is the old Loundary
mark, which has not yet been removed, as have so many ol the others now that
Princes and Monks Rishorough have become one administrative parish. There
14 no inscription on the stone, which prabably was placed there betore the days
when parish landmarks had their initials carved upon them, but it shows the
point at which the Lower Teknield Way is crossed by the boundary.

Having crossed the road, the houndary still runs north-west, across a large
field in which there was once a boundary stone to mark i, until it reaches the
hedge on the opposite side.  1lere, il a course due north-west has been taken
across the field, it striles u long, straight hedge without any indentations running
north-west for mare than a mile, thus suppesting that, like (he hedpe along which
the boundary started from the Gore, it wus there hefore the fields which it
separates were enclosed,

It runs ncarly parallel to the Longwick Road, which is only a quarter of a
mile away on the left and is marked by the tall chimney of the Longwick
saw-mills, which was noticed from the erest of Brush Hill. At last it crosses the
road running from Longwick to Owlswick, which is known lecally as Bar Lane,
and the 1922 Orduanee Survey map malkes it pass through some allotments belore
doing so. These have now been done away with aud the nearest fixed point is
a culvert over which the road crosses a stream.  The inhabitants regarded this
as the parish mark, but really, according o the map, the boundary is about
a bundred and rwenty yards on the Longwick side ol it

After this it runs an almost straight north-westerly course for nearly a mile,
still parallel to the Longwick-Thame Road, until it scrikes a green Iane which
runs into the right-hand side of this road, opposite the road to Timer. This s
known as Dirty Lane, a name up to which it does its best to live, for it is only
possible for motars in very dry weather.

‘Lhe boundary reaches it about three hundred yards from its Junction with the
Longwick-Thame Road, where a footpath erosses it, and this is the cod of the
long south-west side of U parish, which has been followed in a north-westerly
direction [rom Speen for more than six miles.  After thiy the boundary torns
north-cast for nearly a mile until the Gore is vnee more reached ; Il acewnpanics
LDirty Lane for about a hundred yards and then Jeaves it, opposite Pasture arm,
o accompany a hedperow which leads it to the entrance gale of Waldridpe Manar,
as Upper Waldridge Farm is now called, \

Here the road leading [rom Meadle to Iord takes a turn to the right and tbrms
the parish boundary for about three hundred yards, after which it turns to the left
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and the boundary leaves it at this corner and runs along a hedee for four hundred
yards until the Gare, the point [rom which we started, is reached and the prrambu-
lation comes (o an end.  Tn this north-wesl segment of the boundary the land
rises somewhat between Pasture and Waldridge Farms and then slopes down to
the level of the stream,

MONKS RISBOROUGH A TIIOUSAND YEARS AGO

In the British Museumn is an original Charter (Stowe, 22) which has received
very little notice from historians, It is dated aA.n. gog and deals with the prant af
an estate in  Basteran Hrisanburge ™ (East Rishoronph) by a Saxon nobleman
(dux—praobably the Latin cguivalent of Balderman’, named Ethelfrith or Athult]
to his daughter Ethelgvth. Unforlunately Birch, in his book on Saxon Charters,
ignoring the [act that this one deals with Eus Risborough, described it as Princes
Rishoraugh, but I think that no local inhabitant who cares to follow the Charter
word for word will have any doubt that it is Monks Risborough which was
intended, though, of course, in gog its ownership by the manks of Canterbury
had not hegun,

It was, T think, Sir James Berry who [irst noticed this mistake of Birch, and
he asked me, since I live on part of the estate once Ethelpyth's, to see whether
any of the landmarks of o3 are still to be discerned,  In sorme ways, perhaps, he
might more wiscly have chosen a non-resident, the risk of whose Judgment being
warped by local palriotism would have been avolded ; but since, after all, the
question mainly interests dwellers in the neighhourhood, the advantame of seeing
objects and places as they see them is likely to be a very real one.

S0 often L have (ried to interest archaologists who unly know the district from
the Ordnance Map and perhaps a hurricd visit or two, as to the meaning of this
Charter and have gathered much help [tom them in the interpretation of ils
wording ;: but when il came to the position and identification of hedgerows,
streauny and vestiges of ald roads and tracks their want of all real knwwledre of
the lie of the land made it impaossible to discuss the subjeet fully or to make my
points clear,

This explains the reason for my having miven so much space to the description
of the parish bounds as they are to-day, for T [eel sure that Fitheloyth™s eatale
corresponded, at least in part, with the present Licclesinstical Parish of Monks
Risborough.,

The Charter is wrillen on twa sides of a parclunent. On the front, in very
contracted Latin, is the ceed [tself, while on the back, in Auglo-Saxon, which ali
men then might understand, are the landmarks, many of which, I submil, arc
atill traceable. I do not intend to give either the Latin or the Saxen text in
full. They will be found in Birch's “ Anplo-Saxon Charters,” aud the authorities
af the Dritish Muscum have kindly allowed me a very perfect reproduction of
the originals for which I propose to ask the Heclor io grant a place among
other documents in St, Dunstan’s Church. Faor present purposes, therefore, a
tranglation will probably be all that is needed.

T'ranslation of the Tatn side of the Charter

“In the nine hundred and third vear, and the sixth indiclion, of the
incarnation of the Son of the Father, enthroned on high, who rules and
governs all things in Ieaven and on Earth;
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Secing that all the title deeds of the Alderman Miihelfrith have been
destroved by fire, the Alderman has heen obliped to ask King Fdward as
well as Dithelred and Frheliled, who at this time hold sway over the Mercians,
and of all the leading men of the Mercians that they should allow the re-
writing of new deeds.

They have therefore agreed unanimously that new decds should be
written 2o far as he (Ethellrith) could remember the old ones by heart.

Ewven if he could remember but very lictke it miphi be wselul, in con-
firmation of other evidenee, in prevenling hiy being annoved by the pro-
duction of other (Torred) deeds or by deeds which relalives or strangers might
produce ad havipgy been carvied away or slelen al lthe lme of the [ire or at
any other lime,

For we koow thal all things which happen in this world are apt o slip,
more or less quickly, rom the memory of mortal man unless they are recorded
in documents,

And so we have commancded that in this deed there be made known the
facts relating to the land at Last Rishorough, in quantity thirty cassard,
which Athulf has sranted to his daughter Ethelevrh, as her own hereditary
estate, with liberty to dispose of by will.*”

In the above Fdward the King i speaking not only to his living subjects, but
lo all who shall come alter them in East Risborough, including ourselves who
live here now. We must notice, too, that Alderman Aithelfrith or Athull is
dirceted to ser down all that he could remember of the older Charter which had
been burnt and thal therefore e present Charter s only a record of his memery
of one older than A, D, gog, thoueh how much older we do not know,

We must realise thar the landmarks which follow are only those which Athull
could remember ; some may have been lorgolten, some even misplaced, but
enough are there to enable those of us who walk every day over some part of the
land ence his to recognise many of his landmarks even though more than a
thousand years separate us lrom him.

There are two points in this translation which need a word or two of explana-
don. The first i3 that T have rendered the Lalin word * Dax ™ as Alderman
instead of as Earl because Larl or Jarl was originally a Danish title and had not
in gog heen adopted by the Enplish, The second point iz the question of the
modern cquivalent of thirty cassall. Heory of Huntingdon (% Hisloria Anglorum ™},
Du Cange (¢ Glossarium Medie Latinitatis *") and Sechohm ([ 'The 'V d!:lge Com-
munity "} ;1]] agree that a cassate meant a hide, and Sechohm tells us that in Bucks
a hide contained 1zo acres. Thicly hides, thevelors, would equal gboo acres or
nebg square miles, and it is interesting to notice that in Domesday Book, Monks
Rishorough Parish iz asscssed at thirty hides. These measurements will be
comsidered again when the boundaries of Elhelgyil’s estale have been described,

Translation of the Anglo-Savon side of the Charter :

* These are the landmarlks.  Iirst from the Gore to the Black [edge.
From the Hedge down to the 'ull (7 F'oul) Urook. Urom the Iull Brook,
on the west gide of the Ash L'ree on its bank, to the Old Dyle west of the
Dairy larm or Stockyard. Irom the Dyvke to the Wooded (Wealda’s?)
Ridge on Ddric’s Boundary, And along Bdric’s Boundary to the Eimble
Boundary., And along the boundary to the leknield Way., And along the
Icknield ‘Way, by the heathen burial place, to the King’s Street. TTp and
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along the Street to Weyland’s Stock, From the Stock down and along the
Deer Hedpe”  Thence © to the Hay ficld (or clearing). From the field
down and apain to the Gore”

Wilnesses ;
I Badweard rex. 4 Fathelred, -+ Ltheliled. -+ Plegmund arcep, | Willerth
episc,
+Wigmund ep, -+ Woerferth. ep. + Eadgar ep. -+ Wiglhellm episcopus.
|- Ceolmund op
-+ Athelweard, | Oslerth, 4 Ordlaf en, + Ordgar eo. | Beorheulf o,
+ Elfwin. - Aihelferth co, |- Ellwold co. -~ Arhelmer op, Cyvuelm abh.
+ Ladnoth P . + Elfred m, + Blfere m, | Eadric m. 4 Frhelwald m,

This lisl of twenty-five witnesses Is interesling beeause of the importance of so
many of them, In the (irst line are Fdward, the King, then his hrother-in-law
and sister, Fthelred and Bihelllued, the lord and lady of the Mercians,
since Risborough in those days was in Mercia, then Plegmund the archbis-
hop whom King Allred loved, and lastly Wilfred, a bishop whose see T do not
knww,

Lhe second line is altogether filled by bishops.  There are Wigmund of
Lichfield, in whose see Risburough then lay, Werferth whom William of Malnies-
bury calls Herefrith, bishop of Worcester, a friend of Ethelred and Ethelfd,
then Ldgar of Hercford?, then a partly obliteraled name which Birch thinks js
Wighelm, and, lastly, Chelmund of Rochester,

In the third line are Ethelward, the king's favourite son, who was said
resemble Lis grandlather, King Alfred ; then Osliith, probably the king’s brother,
then Ordlaf and Ordgar, whose names so often appear togeller in Saxon charters
aboul this date, and, lagtly, Bertwull, of whom 1 know nothing save thal Ordlaf,
Ordgar and he are called “ Clomites,” which probably means aldermen,

In the fourth line is Eliwin without any title, as if' he were of blood royal,
though perhaps, since he is amang the comites, his title may have been omilied ;
then Ethelfrith, who is here styled * comes ' and s probably the siver of the
estute, then Alderman Elfwold. One hishop, Athelmer, perhaps Athelm of
Wells, is in this line, and after him Kenelm, the Abbor of FEvesham,

The fifth line containg nothing hut names of Thanes (** minister ), among
whom we find Edric, possibly the vwner of the landmark which separated his
property lrom that of Etheloyih,

Tt will be noticed thal this Saxon side of the Clharter was drawn up by a different
hand o that of the Latin side, because names which end in * [{th ™ are here
spelt ** ferth ' and Ethelfrith is styled ** comes * instcad of * dux.” It must not
be thought that these are the actal sicnatures of the wilnesses, for they are all
in the same hand and, doubtless, some of them were quite unable (o sirrn their
naraes, What probably happened was that each sipnatory placed his or her
finger upon the cross which stands before the name and atlested that the dacu-
ment way a true statement of the case and that, this having been done, the name
was filled in by the seribe. We may, [ think, leel quite sure that each witness
was actually present at the granting of the Charter, It secms unlikely that so
many distinguished peaple were called together to witness a not very lmportant
grant of land such as this, and the question arises whether it were not gigned at a
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mecting of the Great Council or Witenagemat, held somewhere in the neighhour-
howd in gorg. T have not hitherto been able to find any record of such o mecling
and dare no more than hint at its possibility,

Mo if we follow the Saxon landmarks which Ethelfrith remembered it will
not be very long, T thionk, before we recopnise places whiclh we have already
traversed in our perambulation of the parish boundaries of Monks Rishorough,
and it may be that others may share my helief that the land granted to Ethelgyth
by her father Ethellvith corresponded, at least in parl, with what was laler
to become the parish of 5t. Dunstan’s Church.

The most northerly point in the Charter of goy is the Gore, just as it is in the
Parish of Monks Risborough in 1g306.

Then, working clockwise along the Black (blackthorn?) Hedge, we come to
a stream ealled in Saxon “ The Full or Foul Brook.”  Personally 1 prefer * Full *
to “ Foul ” because had it been the latter there should have been an accent
ever the * ful ¥ which is not present in the Charter! This, howeyer, is not of
great importanee, though it {s impoertant to remember that the parish boundary,
soon aller crossing the road [rom Stockwell Lane to Kimble Wick, reaches the
Meadle Brook. Lhere was an ash tree there in Ethelgyth’s day, a thousand and
thirty-three years ago, which has been translated  Rand’s Ash,” though T would
suggest that © rancles wse ” might just as well be translated, ** "U'he ash trec on the
bank,” and that this would be a maore likely rendering,

Crossing the stream, on the west side of this ash eee, the next landmark
which Athull’ could remember was ** The Old Dyke, West of the Stockyard or
Diairy Farm (herde swic).” This was my first real difficulty in comparing the
Charter with the present parish 3 for, walking along e boundary of the latter,
I could find nothing resembling a dyke. I remembered, howewver, that the
mridern boundary is deflected a little to the south snon after erossing the Lower
Tcknicld Way at the cotlage called * The White City.”  Up wo this point it had
tollowed a straight line from the Geore towards Bulpit Till, but now it is directed
towards Longdown, and it occurred to me that this deviation might be a laler
rectificalion and that the line of the old Charter continued its straight south-
easterly course towards Dulpit Il So 1 follewed this line and found that, just
before reaching the railway, T came to a cattde pond which attracted my notice
because runuing [rom il, away [lom the rallway, were distinet traces of a ditch,
and 1 noticed, too, that the nearest hedge, where the ditch came to it, showed a
porfeetly clear dip in its continuity, Moreover, a scattered row ol trees grew
along the course ol the ditch, It is guite likely that originally it ran farther in
a south-easterly direction, but all traces of its daing so have been obliterated by
the cutting of the railway line.  (Sce Map 2, facing p. 16).

To the west ol it, on the other side of the line, stands the Old Grange Farm
which is in the right position for the * Herde Wic * of the Charter of yog, and we
knuw that many old farms have not changed their sites since Saxon days, OF
course I am reacy to admit that the evidences of the dyke are not very striking,
bt what else can one expect of a dyvke which was old in gog ? The pond T kuow
is moderry, for the owner told me that it was dug some thicty years ago and probably
the depression of the ditch helps to keep 1t full.

T musat not claim this evidence of an old dyke for more than it is worth, and

L Another suggesdon has latcly come to hand ; it i3 that the Brook was used lor “ fulling ' or
eleaning and may possably love deiven o Dalliog mill.
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the fuct that T was looking for something of the sort along this line may have
predisposed me (o welcome anything which looked helpful ; still, I must point
ont that I had first searched for it along the line of the present boundary just as
hopelully and found nothing.

Athull”s next landmark is * The Wealdan Hrige,” which, one of our foremost
authorities on Anglo-Saxon says, means Wealda’s Ridge rather than the Wonded
Ridge. There are two farms called Waldeidge in the neighbourhood, but hotk
are north of the * Gore ™ and wmore than two miles from our present position,
Thus, in spite of the likeness of the name, 1 cannot think that either of them
could have been meant. We must remember that we are now nearing the
Upper Icknield Way, along a line heading for Bulpit Hill, and the land is steadily
rising, for it will be seen later that the Upper ©* Way ™ is almost always above the
400 fool level, T conftss that T have failed to identify the particular part of this
rige which was associated with Wealda ; but the Charter tells us that it lay upon
Edric's boundary, and it seems that he was a ‘Thane who was Ethelgyh's neigh-
bour and one of the witnesses shown in the last line of the Charter,

Then Bthelgyth’s property ran along the Kimble (Cynchellinga) boundary
to the Upper Teknield Way (Tcenhvlte), which it must have joined somewhere
about the sile of the present cottage known as “ Bitthams,” if my belief that it
followed a straight line towards Bulpit Hill is well founded.

I should like, in paming, to turn aside for a moment to notice the way in which
Kimble was spell in A.p. go3.  Nowadays it is thought very doubtful whether
there is any association between Kimble and Cymbeline, the British King who iz
aid by unsupported tradition to have been buried there in the early vears of
the Christian Era.  Before we decide to take this view it is only fair to point out
that the king’s name was really Cunobelin or Clunelclin, and it iz therefore a
curivuy eoincidence, if it he a coincidence, that the Kimble boundary should
have been ** Cynebellinga Gemuera ™ in a.n. gog.

Having reached the Icknicld Way, Athull tells us that the boundary of the
catate followed the * Way,” past the site of the * Thethenan Dyrgils  (heathen
burial place]; untl the King’s Sirecl was reached. My belief s that it used the
Teknield Way as its south-eastern boundary as lar as where Whitcleaf village
is now, in which case the long, tail-like extension of the modern parish, as [ as
Speen, did not belong to Ethelgvth, T Lelieve this because the landmarks which
follow are so casily accounted for by doing so and also because (he narrow tail
in the hills was poor lund, covered at that time by scrub (Hris), from which
Rishorough {llrisanbyrig) took its name, and would have been of little use for
agriculture.

Oun the olher hand, a greal authority upon Saxon charters has given his
private opinion that the land covered by his Charter of yog was practically
identical with that of the whaole of the modern parish. So great is my respect
for his judgment thal I propose later to sce how well T ean it the landmarks inta
the parish bounds as they are now, though, of course, T am handicapped in having
nu definile publication on his part to help me,

Assuming then, In the fiest place, that Ethelpvth'’s property consisted of a
rectangular strip of land, rather more than 24 miles in lenglh from the Gore to
the Tcknicld Way, and about 1} miles in width, and that its north-east side
reached the Icknield Way, as has already becn supgested, about the site of
Bitthams Cottage, we next read that the boundary alter this passed : ** Along
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the Icknield Way, by the lleathen Burial Place, to the Wing's Street” And I
think that all these places can be acemmeoed for without much difficulty,

From “ Bitthams ** il would have passed along the present ummade part of Lhe
Upper Lcknield Way to the cross roads where it cuts across the Askett-Missenden
Toad, and then have continued to Whiteleaf., Tt will be naticed that Athulf
says nolthing aboul Whileleal, probably because it is a hamlel of much Tater date.

The site of the Hleathen Burial Mace mav, | think, be found where the ** Ragpit™
iz now, on the Ieft side of the © Way  about three hundred vards from the cross
roads and just bevond the house called * The Spinney.”  This chall pil was dug
about rigo, when the Upper Icknield Way was metalled, in order to provide
the chalk and flints, known as rag, which were necossary,  In digging ic human
remaing were lound and are noted upon the Orduance map,  The archeological
officer of the Ordnance Survey tells me that his notes record that in 1876 it was
regarded as a Saxon place of interment,

Another light on this burial place comes from Sheehan's * Mistory of
Buckinghamshire,” published in 1861, Om pape 187 he tells us thar @ © Abant
thirty years ago ™ (e about 1850) “ a vast number of bedics were found near
Lere (Whiteleal) buried only a short depth from the surface; Lach body had a
separate grave and all were Taid due east and wese.”

These burial places of Barly Saxons are very nwmerous in the Chillern region
they ate lound, for instance, at lillesborouzh, Chinnor and Bledlow, as well as
at Whiteleaf in this neiphhourhond, The skeletons almost always lic on their
backs, in parallel rows and only a [ew [eel [rom the surfsee, just aa Sheehan
describes these ; indeed I think that his description is accurate enough to convinee
anyone used to excavating Saxon burial prounds thar this must have heen one,

The point ab issue, herelore, s whether the burial places mentioned by
Sheehan, the Ordnance Survey and the Charter were identical, or whether there
were two, or even three, S8axon cemeterics by the Teknicld Way, near Whitcleaf!
MAu g matter of Gacl 1L would be a most uouseal and, in my experience, unparalleled
thing to find a settlement of Saxons with more than one local burving place, and,
so far as the evidence pocs, thers is only one peint which could make us doubt for
a momenl that all three relerences were o the same place. It s that the great
field between Whiteleal and Princes Wishorough used to be known as the
“ Burying Ficld,” though no evidenees of burials have come to light in the many
Toundations of houses which have been made in it near Whiteleal in late years,

On the other hand, the three descriptions of the actual hurial sites show
nothing w throw any dould upen their idenlity, since (1) the site spoken of by
Shechan was near Whiteleal’; (2) the site on the Ordnance map 1s near Whiteleaf
and by the side of the Teknicld Way ; and {g) the Heathen Burial Place of the
Charter 15 heside the Teknield Way, Delween © Bilthams ™ and the King's Streel,
which I hope to show runs through Whiteleaf,

I have put these facts before the reader at some lenpth in order that he may
catimate their worth ws evidence. To me hey seen as conclusive as archeo-
Fogical evicence can hope to be, but I am quite prepared to find others who do
not think that the ¥ Rappit™ and the Heathen Burial Place hasve been identified
gy the same sile with reasonable certainty, and so we pass on o the [urther
landmarks in the hope of confirmatory or rebutting evidence,

The next link in the chain iz the King's Street (thanon on cyngos siract),
which Athull savs thal Ethelgyil’s boundary passed up and along. 1t is very
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important to notice that it is said to run up because the Teknield Way Las the
hills on ils lell side and the vale on its right, and thus we must look for a read,
or remains of a road, running up from the left side of the ** Way " bevond the
Heathen Burial Tlace,

There are two small lance leading to Upper Cadsden, neither of which seems
to be of any great age, and it is not untl the * Red Lion ” public house in Whiteleaf
villuyre: has been passed thar an old road answering the needs of the King’s Streel is
found. It Lies in a wood in the grounds of Whiteleal’ House as a quite unmistak-
able hollow way and is distinel conough to be marked upon the Orduanee map,
Iis actual junction with the lcknield Way has boen obliterated by Whileleal
Cottage, which is next door to Whiteleaf Ilouse ; but [rom some little distance
behind that it runs a south-easlerly course for a quarter of a mile unil it jHng
the road which runs from Monks Rishorough to Green Hailey, at the foot of
Whiteleat’ Crosa,

In visualising the scene as it was in A.D. yoy we mnst altogether blol out the
picture of Whitcleaf village from our mind’s eye, since it is a hamlet of much
later erigin, but we must notce carcfully that after Whiteleal Hill the line af the
hills begins to recede to form one side of the fimnel-shaped opening of the great
Wrycombe Gap ur pass throuph the Chilterns,

The Upper Icknield Way conlinucs its sonth-westerly course, across the mourth
of this gap, towards the Wain Hill at Bledlow, where the Chilterns once more
resume their nermal height and direction, and travellers passing across the mouth
of the gap, on their way Lo the ford across the Thames at Sweally, and thus inte
Burkshire, went down hill after leaving the site of the Whiteleat village which
was to be. They then crossed a fairly flat stretch of pasture land during their
Journey of three and a hall miles between the two hills— Whiteleal and Bledlow—
which guard the wide mouth of the Wycombe Pass.

I cannol now interrupt my attempt to trace Ethelgyth’s boundary by a
detailed discussion upon the King's Stroct—this will follow in due coursc—hut,
assumning that T am right in identifying it with the hollow way behind Whiteleal
llouse, some reason must be soughe for the boundary suddenly leaving the
Teknicld Way and running up and along the King’s Street to Weyland’s Stock.
Buch a reason, it seems o me, is to be found in Athulf's wish to follow the line
of the hills when he marked out the boundary and thus w ke 23 much fertile
land as he could ger. Hitherto the Icknicld Way had formed a convenient
boundary, since roughly it divided the poor soil of the hills from the deeper tilth
of the vale ; but aller Whitcleal Hill was pagsed the * Way * had cultivable
land on both sides, By taking the King’s Streer, therefore, as far as Wieyland's
Stock, as his boundary, he was able to follow (he line of the relreating hills and
toinclude in his estale several acres of fertile land, which he would have Tost had
he siill used the Teknield Way,

A glanee at the Ordnance map or, better siill, a walk along the hallow way
behind Whiteleal' House, will convinee anyone that not only does it join, hur
direclly continues the road running up the hill from the Cross to Green Hailey ;
and that the part of the present voad leading lrom 1he Cross to Manks Rishorough
is a mare madern diversion ; we are, therefore, justified in aaswuning that the
hollow way and the road continuing il up the hill are parts of an old road which
in AD. 903 was known as the King’s Street, Perhaps I should make it fuite
clear thar the disused road behind Whiteleal House, here spoken of as a hollow
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wav, has nothing to da with the moedern Holloway which leads from Whitcleat
village to Pamonage Farm.  Later, when I come to deal with the King's Streel,
I shall bring evidence to show that it came from Aylesbury and tan obliquely
across Bthelgyth’s estate ; the landmarks of the Charter, however, only tell us
that her boundary fullowed it up the hill as far as Weyland's Stock (Welandes
stdee) but give us no help as to what this Stock was like, nor where it stond, save
that it was by the side of the King’s Strect.

I think it likely that the Stock was on the site of, or perhaps was the upright
part of the Cross, but I must leave this speculation until the Cross itzelf is dealt
with, since we arc now only concerned with Ethelgyih’s Dounds,  All that can
he said at present i that her limit followed the King's Street up the hill, until
the Stock was reached, in arder to include some fertile land which would have
heen lost to her had the Ieknield Way conlinued as the boundary,  From our
knowledpe of the other landmarks we may be sure that the Stock, whatever and
wherever it may have heen, was a well-known, obvious and permancnt sign,

The next dircotion which the Charler gives is ¢ * From the Stock, downwards,
and alome the deer hedge (rah hég).” 'Lhere i3 a hedge, already naoticed in the
account of the arish Bounds, which runz down from the base of the Gross, alonye
the foot of the hills, unil il reaches the present boundary dividing Princes [rom
Monks Risborough Lcclesiastical Parishes, It runs parallel to the Tcknield Way
and also paralle]l to a new road, called the Wostficld Read, which is too modern
to be marked upon the Ordnance map.  Above, on the left of it, is the guite
barren, scrub-covered Hrush Tlill, while below is the pood pasture f‘a“rrl the
West Iield, which it seoms was Athulf s ubject to pain,

There s no need 1o doubt that some of our alder hedges still stand where
they stood in Saxon days, fresh saplings replacing those dying, and it iz casy
to underatand how necossary a0 thick, deer-prool’ hedpe would have been
if the wild roc {(rah) deer ol the hills were to be kept from the cultivated fields
Lelow,

Where it reached the Princes—then West—Risborough boundary the south-sast
limits of Ethelgyth’s rectangular estate came to an end and the long south-west,
side began, though ahout rhis side Athulf is very silent. Tt may be that the
heundary of the adjoining roval estale of West Risborough was so well known
that fow special landmarks were needed,  One only is given, perhaps in arder to
fix the angle hetween the south-west and the north-west sides of the rectangle ;
it iz the hay ficld or clearing (heg leage), a name rather suggesting Green Hailey,
though the Charter tells us quite definitely that it could not have heen that place,
hecause, on leaving Weyland’s Stock, we were told o go down (nyiher), and anyone
with local knowledue knows thal Green Hailey cannot be reached except by
groing up, since it lies on the Boo-feet level which is the highest point the Chilterns
touch in this repion, Granting even that Green Hailey was originally * Heg
Teame ™ (pronounced Hay Ley) and not © Alley,” are we to suppose that it was
e only * heg leage 7 in the neighbourhond or that thers was not another which
might he reached by following the wording of the Charter and going down to it?
T know thut in the * Place Names of Buckinghamshire ”* Green Hailey iz identified
on p. 171 with the “ Ileg Leage ™ of the Charter, but the author surcly might
have explained how one could possibly reach it by going down,

Unfortunately in the Charter there is a word largely blotted ont hefore
* Heg Leage,” in which the Tetrers “ &5 ** and “ t * can just be scen.  This word,
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had it been visible, may or may not have been important, but we can only accept
evidence which we can undersiand,

I think that from the structure of the last sentence of the Charter—* From
the clearing [Heg Leage], down, thence again (o the Gore “—that the © Hep
Leage ™ probably was ncar the end of the perambulation, since the proun
naturally falls to its lowest point where the stream which forms the Gore lies ;
and the Ordnance map shows an elevation above the joo-feet level which the
present parish boundary erosses near Pasture Farm and [rom which the descent
is quite appreciable. In any case, however, I fear that the  Tleg Leage ™ of the
Charter, though doubtless a well-known landmark in a.0. goy, cannot now be
fixed with any certainly.

Having assumed hitherto that Ethelgylh’s estate did not include the whole
of the modern Ecelesiastical Parish of Monlks Rishorough, let us now consider the
alternative theory that the Llwo were identical,

Starting ance more from the Gore, the north-castern boundary would have
run a5 belore uniil it was deflected at the Lower Icknield Way and thus no trace
would now be tound of the * Old Dyke ™ in its course, When it reached the
Upper Icknield Way it would have run along that road for only ahout forty yards
hefore turning o the left to accompany the Missenden Road as far as the Plough
Innat Lower Uadsden,  During its pussape of these forty vards it must have passed
the Heathen Burial Flace, and yet, though a house has been built on one side
and the ground deeply trenched for allotment gardens on the other, no signs of
human remains have been lound here.

The Missenden Road was, in this case, presumably the King’s Street, though
it does not conlvrm W the Charter’s requirement ol running “ up,” untl more
than a mile has been covered.  Somewhere in the woods, we musl presume, was
Weylund's Stock, beeavse the Charter tells us Lhat this was reached belore the
Clearing or Hay Field (" Heg Leape ™), which the advocale of this alternative
interprefation of the Listate thinks was Green Hailey, Since I want, so far as
1 am able, to look at things with his eves, I would suggest that the best case might
be made by assuming thal Weyland’s Stock was at the highest paint reached,
which iz Green Mailey, and that the * Hep Leage * af the Charter, 10 which we
are lold Lo go down, was somewhere along the road leading o Redland End,
thaugh the descent is very slight.

By this arrangement we should have followed the requirements of the. Charter,
though very lew lundmarks would have heen identified ; Lul to my mind the most
scrious difficulty is that all the lony tail of the present parish, reaching nearly to
speen and then back again to the Gore, a distance of nine miles at least, has to
be described by Wl simple sentence : * From the Hayficld or Glearing, down ;
thenee again to the Gore.™

I have nol wilfully suppressed any evidence upon which my fellow critic of
the Charter relies ; indeed, beyond his belief that the landmuarks cover the whole
modern parish, T do not know upon what facts he hases his beliel, hut if, when
he comes W stale his views, a pood case is made out for inchading the long tail in
the hills as part of Lthelgyl's estate, T shall be the first to welcome it

There is one point which we should both take inte account, for what it is
worth, and of this T gladly make him a present, since it helps his view more than
mine. It is that in the Charter Ethelpyth’s estate is said Lo contain 50 cassat,
and in Domesday Survey the Manor of Monks Rishorough is assessed al 30 hides,
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Since it seems that cassati and hides were the same, this should give some
approximate size of the holding, if weo accept Secbohm's evidence that the
Buckinghamshire hide contained 120 acres.  According to this Dthelgyth owned
120 > 30 = 3600 acres or 5.63 square miles.

Now if we draw a plan of the present Monks Risborough parish (o an inch
seale and plot it out on squared paper, where every inch is divided into tenths,
we find that it only contains 456 square miles, Tn other words, Fthelpyth's
estate was larper by a square mile than the whole presenl parish,

If, on the other hand, we make the Upper Icknield Way the lmit of the estate,
as I would do, it only containg about g-9 square miles, which means that it was
egtimated in the Charter as nearly twice the size it really was. It is, ol course,
well known that both in Domesday Book and in Saxon Chatters land measure-
ments were notoriously inexact, and T am therefore disinelined to place oo
much reliance upon them.,

Persunally, in spite of these measurements, 1 atill believe, until further evidence
is forthcoming, that Ethelpyth’s south-castern boundary was the Upper Teknield
Way, becanse othorwise we must lgnore the Heathen Burial Place and the King's
Street, and also becavse ol the unlikelihaod of her wanting a lang corridor of
unprofitable land, reaching to Speen, when the rest of her helding was a
rectanple.
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